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THE FOOD SITUATION . 
By Maj.-Ge1i.. Sir Richard Howard-Vyse,. K.C.M.G.~ D.S.O., 

Chait-man of the Prisoners of War JJcpo,rtmcnt 

I KNOW well that many of. our readers are much dis
tressed by letters from Camps which indicate a )ac~c 
of food, and I am writing these lines in order to explain 

the situation and , I hope, to provide some comforL 
By the month of May we had established in Geneva a 

,tock of sQme twelve weeks' supplies, or about two 111il!1on 
pamels. Thereafter, while the parcels cou1.inued to !\lave 
Geneva at the rate of 16o,aoo a week, t hey ceased to flow 
in ,' because the port of Marseilles was closed, first owing 
to unfortunate ~ ~ccidents to two of our ships, and then 
because of the invasion of the South of France. 

In September, for fear of being left with no parcels at 
all, we were compelled to reduce issues to a par.eel a fort
night. There could have been no worse moment 1.o do this, 
with the cold weather approaching, and hopes van~shi'ng of 
release before Chr:istmas, and it is only too natural that our 
priso~ers should feel depressed a~ well as hungry: . 

-The situation was further aggravated by th.e dec1s10n of 
the German High Command not to allow reserves of food 
parcels in Camps, in consequence of which some Camps 
were compelled to consume not half a parcel, as they should 
have done, but as much as • ' 
bvo or even more parcels in ·~-· 

4 

one wee!?. This resu)ted , of 
course, in the disappearance 
of the rest of the Camp re
serves which bad be.en built 
up against just .such an 
eventuality as stopp~e of 

} despatches frori:t Geneva. 
But, from the fa.test in
formation we have, itseems 

, . 
ti. •, 
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The worst instance of this is Stalag 357, which has been 
swollen by 'practically the whole of Stalag Luft VI, who 
apparently were not a llowed to bring their food reserves 
with them. In view of the train shortage whkh must exist 
in Germany to-day-and wh'ch, incidentally, must be 
1naterially helping to shorten the war-it is perhaps Ltnfair to 
attribute this entirely to ill-will on the part of the enemy. 

Now for ,Hfe brighter side of the picture. In the first 
place, I want to stress that, while we o urselves a rc pretty 
fully informed·as to the situation , practically a ll our news, 
and more besides, is in the hands ofi:he International R ed 
Cross Committee of Geneva, who Qf course get it before we 
do. The Committee t herefore possess what everyone must 
have before they can act ; I mean Information . The point 
is, have they the means to act l 
. · As to this, the situation which originally obliged us to 
reduce the issue has vanished . The resumed flow via Mar
.se'illes, plus supplies which are going in via Sweden , is 
establishing' once more a reserve in .Geneva : The full issue 

•of a parcel a week can now be resumed as soon as there 
a re sufficient stocks in Camps. It is entirely a question of 

. rail transport through Ger-
many. It would not be sur
prising if the shortage oJ 

. _ likely that this order will be 
considerably modified, so 
that, as soon as tfansport is 
available, Geneva may be 
able to establish such re
serves once more. 

this were acute, b~t as a 
matter of fact, we have at 
the moment two reasons for 
feeling hopeful. One of the 
principals o~ the R elief Sec
tion, of whom I happened to 
see a great deal when I was 
myself in Geneva, has sent' 
us a distinctly encoural!'ing 
report of a visit he has Just 
pa id to Berlin. And the 
International · Red Cros s· 
Committee have told us that 
they hope to get the Chris t_-• 
mas parcds to all Camps by 
the middle of January. fr 
view-of the Russian ad vane, 

Iri some Camps, too, 
numbers hav&•been greatly 
increased oy 'transfers· fi:om 
?ther Camps, as w'el!"ias (DY Red Cross parcels being unloaded at Stalag 344, one of the 

"ilewly captured pnso~e\ . largest camps in , Germany. . ....___ ,, 

it is dangerou.s to prophesy ~ 
about the future . <l'••'•'· u....i..v, 

• 



' 

·····•·-•·· ····--------•••••••••• ·••··•·•·····•····· •··•••·• v·•·•·••·•·•,••··•·••··•••••·· •·••••••• • •· }.' R II RU I\:~~-.;,;·:· 
1 The Prisoner oI Witt· __________________________________ _______ : ____ f:. 
~-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AT thl• time of guing to press 1\0 
confirmntk1n has lx.'rn received 
of reports that cnmps in Poland, 

Enst Prussia, Uppr r Silesia, in the 
line of tht' rapid ndnuirb of tho 
Rm,sini1 nrmies, hnYe been moved 
bnck into Ct>ntrol Germn11r. Cn mps 
likely to be nfft>cted includ~ Stnlngs 
XXA, XXB, 344, VIIIB, Luft VII, 
B.A.B. 20. aud 21 , Ofiag '64, Ilng 
Kreuzbcrg. and the hOSJ:'\ltalS a.t 
J\Iari~nburg nnd Cosel. 1~he War 
Office announced recently t hat nssur
ances on the highest level had been re
ceived thnt provision will be mndo for 
the protection and welfare of all 
British ComQ1onwealth prisoners of 
war liberated. The War Office also 
stated that " our plans are complete 
and the necessary staJfs in readiness 
for action at short notice." 

Should any official information· of a 
prisoner's change of addi;ess .be 
received, ne."rt of kin will be notified 
immediately; but the chances are that 
they will themselves hear from the 
prisoner first. 

" Victorious Vanguard ,, 
The Stockholn~ correspondent of the 

Daily T clegraph quotes a French 
sailor who had escaped to Sweden from 
the Baltic port of Kolberg, as having 
said that British prisoners who were 
being evacuated from camps in East 
Prussia, Poland and Silesia were in the 
highest spirits. . The . sailor said that 
there was a striking contrast between 
them and the Volkssturm batta lions 
whi_ch filled all the roads leading. to 
the front. " As . the British passed, 
them they sang ' Roll Out the .Barrel ' 
and ' Tipperary, ' and turned up their 
thumbs." 

The way in which these prisoners 
p assed through the town, said the 
Frenchman , deepened considerably the 
wave of pessimism which had swept. 
over the whole of that part of Ger-

many. " You would Hiink they wore 
not prisonen,, but tho vnnguurd o.E I\ 

victorious nr_my." 

Wel~ome to. Repntrint1s 
Of the 1 ,500 British n.n~ Domin\on 

men in tbe lntest repatriitlion, nrrnnge
ments wero made for British and 
A,1strn.linn to come to this country and 
Indian nnd other 'Dominion repntriut~s 
to go straight home on another slup 
vin Suez. B<'sidcs seven welfare 

'officers ·whb went out to Mnrseillos ,to 
meet the men, lV[rs. Boyd-Moriarty, 
ITpresenting Australian Red Cross, 
made th~ journey out and home on 
the Arundel Castle, and Miss Noyes 
went out representing Indian . Red 
Cross to accompa ny those men who 
are to go stmight bacJc to Indio.. Sup
plies on the Anmdel Castld included 
6oo Indian R ed Cross p;i..rcels for the 
use of hom$:Jward-bound Indians. 

" They Shall Have Music " 
Gramophones, records a nd accor

dions ,. from the Indoor R ecreations 
Section were in the charge of Welfare 
officers on board for the entertainment 
of the 'repatriates. General comforts 
included cigarettes, bars of chocolate , 
slippers, stationery sets, socks, scarves, 
gloves and news- in the shape of Sun
day newspapers and a special ·sports 
summary prepared for the Red Cross 
;ind St. John Press Section by the 
Daily· ·Mail was flown . direct to Mar
seilles. 

Theatre Ban Lifted 
Last month I mentioned that accord

ing to an order from the General in 
Command, all theatrical performances · 
in camps situated in Wehrkreis (mili
tary zone) VIII had been forbidden, 
though concert a.nd variety shows ,\'.ere 
still allowed. Readers will therefore be 
reassured to hear that in 'his latest report 
from Stalag VIIIA at Gorliti, one of the 
camps affected, the British Man of Con-

ftdrnco. writ es: " ln lh<• middl,• of 
()ctol1ct· tht1 bnn 011 thciltrc t'll ll'rta i11. 
, 11rnts \\ US lilll'd l_iy llw nuthoriti,·s and 
we rtro now µ,•r1111tt ed tn put 01! one 
drotn:Ltic ~how per month , us well as lliu 
,mt!ll nrni:irn 1 rnnccrt~." 

Situation Improved 
J om most grn leful t0 Mr. \\'. H 

Morrison fo r a piece. or good uows whic:J; 
ho hns rcccnll~• rcce,1ved from his snn in 
Oflng IVC.. lie pomt~ _out ,U,at in our 
Dt-ccmber ,sslH' lhe v1:;1tors T'('pott 011 
Otlag IVC stu.tcll thl\t lhc prisoners t:(luld 
only take one ~howcr C:'l'ry , ten d.iys, 
His son hns writlt•n saymg, · The past 
week has been very hot. , . . r s1wnd 
most of the clay gelling in and out of 
hot, beg pnrrlon, col~! baths, which fort11. 
nately a.re plent~ul. . It appears. then•. 

. foro, that the s1tuat1011 has been much 
impro\'ed . 

Marking Time 
Under the title of " Markiug Time•." 

prisoners of wa_nvho c~apcd from Italian 
prison c~mps in.to Switzerland and 11:cn: 
intemed m St. Gallen, created a mo11tr1lv 
magaz.ine. The first cover design showl'(J 
1111 "evade " sitting at n table, moun,. 
fully looki~g at a bottle of beer, 'tait. 
ing for thmgs to happen .. The rnaga. 
zine caught 011. Its populanty cxtt'n<ll'd 
far beyond the scattered c~mmunity ?f 
internees, . and requests for 1t poured 111 

from British subjects in all parts of Swit
zerland. Donations were received. the 
paper was enlarged in size, and later, 
when the technical ditijculties were o,·er
come, became a self-supporting weekly. 

Channel Isianders 
A letter, written by a Channel Islander 

interned at Biberach in Germany to her 
nephew in this country tells that she was 
allowed to write to the Channel Islands. 
The Red Cross ship V1Jgt1 which took tho 
first batc4 oi relief supplies to tht: 
Channel Islands will be familiar to my 
readers as having carried supplies of 
P .o. W, parcels on several occasions. 
Among other Red Cross supplies for the 
Channel Islands which have been ear
marked for the fu ture are 6oo,ooo food 

' parcels, 20,000 invalid diet supplements 
ahd further supplies of drugs. These 
plans will not in any way affect the flow 
oi supplies to p.o. w .s in Gennany. 

THE FOOD SITUATION (Continued from p-age 1) frankly, have been snowed under with correspondence, etc. 
Will you please try to be patient, ai d not send us 

enquiries · about the food situation until you have seen 
whether or not my owJl forecast proves to be justified. 
We, for our part, promise to keep' yon inform~, through 
the pages "of this Journal, if anything transpires to alter 
that forecast. 

Now I want to ask a favour of you. A curious thing to 
do, I know, from people who are ~uffering from disappoin~
ment, who are received depressed letters from thell' 
prisoners, and \vho, especially those whose men have ,been 
captives for years, are full of anxiety. . · 

Many of yo·n work in offices of one sort or another, ahd 
know the difficulties of obtaining office staff. We here are 
suffering acutely from such difficulties, and, to put it 

If you will do this, we shall be very grateful indeed to 
you, and you will be enabling us to reply more quickly to 
other, and perhaps more-urgent, enquiries. 
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The Brighter 
Side 

At the Special ~equest of Stalag XIA, we 
are featuring this Month Extracts from 
Their Own Reports of Camp· Entertainments 

and Sport there.· 

and song. " Vic's 
production o f 
" Leilani " trans~ 
ported them to the 

IN sending special reports of camp . 
activities prepared . "by prisoners in 
Stalag XIA, the president of their . 

Entertainments Committee requested 
that these might be published in the 
J ournal, adding: " We wish also to thank 
the B.R.C.S. and the Y.M.C.A. for the 
tremendous help they have given us." 
As a gesture of appreciation the camp 
music maestro has written and composed 
a. march and called it B.R.C.S. (British 
Red Cross Society) . . 

South Seas the 
moment the cur~ 
tain rose on his 
show, and the 
a udience was ap
parently " ovei;

League Champions, July 1944, III Divisioa at Staiag 344• 
I. J k " "Ste e " Left . to right : (Back) Dick, Cha~ 1e, " ?c , v , ,, 

••Hank," Ginger. (Middle) .Robin, -McGmty, , "N~bby, 
"Tanky, "· "Tidier.", (Front) " Jock " and.Frankie. 

' EnteF-tainment at Stalag XIA 

whelmed with fun, song, wit and 
·charm." Then_ Bob, the presideq_t of 
the Entertainment /Committee, produced 

· and · presented within three days Bob's 
Variety, a show t hat proved- to be one 
of t he, best yet. ✓ 

Repertory Theatre 

A sergeant has written the account of 
camp entertainments. He begins : ' • On 
recalling to min·d the recent entertain
ments in our camp, one is struck by the 
similarity bet ween'. the presentations here There is also a flourishing Repertory 

Theatre, . wJ;l.jch _;iRpears to have 
" gaiety " as ·-its motto, for all the 

1
plays 

produced to date have been comedies. 
Pee-Wee's Tilly of Bloomsbury, whicli 

'and those that take place in the big..cities 
outside. We in our little world have 1 

been presented with a .continuous pro
gramme which nas given alm9st the same 
expectations, thrills, laughter_ and relaxa
tion experienced by all who followed the 
seasons of theatre-land before the war. 
Just as the. Haymarket in Lon_don gives 
its public that atmosphere and attrac
tion so dear to theatre, fans, our • Hay
market' renders full justice to· its exist
ence." . 

• was adapted for the s tage from the book, 
provided .a~ hour and a half's hilarity, 
an4 Vic's producti_on oi The Man Who 
Came To Dinf!er was also .a su:cces~. Spu_d 
has produced You Can' t Take ft With 
You--',' t he antics ·of the Marlin Va"nder
hof family ·kep"t a:· packed ·audience in 
_hysterics. · We were informed that· at 
times the players themselves had ·diffi-

Music and Variety 
Music is provided by R~y and his 

" Music Makers," fourteen in all, " who . 
never fail in obtaining a merited suc
cess." Fred's "Haymakers " supply 
plenty of rhythm, while Sid .and his 
' • Mandoliers '' give concerts' o~ light 
music. "Both Roy and Sid have played 
their own compositions, which have more 
than ·shown their ability as musicia!)._s." 
Variety shows have ,been " outstanding 
because the players have that skill and 
enthusiasm to show their talent in various 
ways, their main t heme being laughter 

r----------------------------------------·r 
I I 
I I 
i Most of the paragraphs on_ this, page l 
: refer to activities in the big base l 

camps and it should not be assumed i 
that they are typical of conditions i 
in all camps ar in outlying working ]' 

· detachments where f aci/ities for sport 
and ~musement are much fewer. 

1----------------------------------------

. culty in not laughing." -: . ; 
Future attractions will include Vic's 

pantomime, Cinderella, and Terry 's The 
Petrified Forest . 1 

The sergeant's report does not confa).e 
his praise _to the stars of these entertain
men ts. He points out : " In every walk of 
life thcr.e are unsung. heroes. We owe a 
great deal to the lads who work in silence 
to make the entertainment what it is." 
Particularly praised a re "the sterling 
capabilities·apd skill" of Harry and L_ew, 
who backstage " perform su\ h miracles 
as you would expect · of t he fairy with 
her magic wand." . The , report con
cludes:-" Yes, we spectators certainly do 
appreci.tte our luck in having such enter
taipment which goes a· l6ng way in re
lieving the • barbed wire ' feeling." 

Sport 
Association Football 

According 'to " Onlooker," football in 
' the camp has l-1een "going g:eat guns 

these last six or seven months." A~ the 
end of March, Aff Smirk, a professi~mal 
forward from Southend United, arpved 
in the camp and took over the Lager ?CT· 
His team bas played five ga m_es. against 
combined "other National" sides and 
has a splendid record, winning fonr and 
drawivg .one, with an aggregate _of 22 

goals t o 8 . . The first L~gue !11Il ui the 
compound W<l-5 won . by Staff. The first 
seven-a-side· ·contest -was won by 12C 
(since disbanded); and the second by 

.Staff .. · 
Two knocksout competitions have been 

held ai;id were ,both won by ~ A, for 
whom Alf Smirk- plays. 

Ru~by 
Since Febru~ of this year :Rugby has 

been played regularly in the cooler 
months, and, according to the corporal 
who writes the report of this season's 
games, " by ,praying for rain we ·have 
worked in ·an occasion;u game over the 
summer." He.. continues:·.!' Despite the 
fact that the ground is only 50 yards 
wide', we play fifteen a . side, but even 
with this congestion the backs, a t times, · 
ped orm very well. 

"We have players from the British 
Isles and all t he Rug by-playing Colonies, 
some very gooa, some just good, but ;ill 
very keen- this last has been the means 
of keeping the game going . We }lave ,..
had some very good games. The first, 
South Africa versus t he Camp, was won 
by the Camp. "England v . Colonies was 
won by England by one penalty goal in . 
a very strongly contested match. On St . 
Patrick's Day the Colts played E ngland 
(with Kiwis, -Springboks, and Wallabies 
included in the side), for which ·they 
qualified, and -won 6-5. 

' ! Since then we have had various 
new prisoners (mostly 1recaptured from 
Italy ) v . ' Old.' followed by a series 
of Anzacs v: Camp, which the boys from . 

' 

'I 
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.Among the many arti
cles sent to prisoners 
of war by the Indoor 
Recreations Section at 
St . James's Palace are 
musical instruments 

· artists ' m a t e r i a 1 ; 
(Pili nts in pans), 
crayons, plays, books 
and games. They go 
direct from this 
country and . from re
serve supplies held by 
the I.R.C. at Geneva. 

THE BRIGHTER SIDE 
-(continued· from previous p age) 

· Down Under', w o n 2 · games to I. YVe 
are most grateful to the R ed . C ross 
Socie t y for supplying us wi t h the gear to 
make all this possible. " 

In flther C'unaps 
In Stalag XVIHA the y t ake t heir 

musica l ente rtainment serio u sl y , and 
according to a troop e r w ho writes, 
just produced a " Cavalcade of 
Music ," illus tratin g the progress from 
primit ive music, through ~h e minuet, 
o p e ra , mus ic-hall , ragtime a nd swing to 
the -mod ern sym p honic jazz , closing on 
the o ptimis tic -note , Th e S ong of 
Daw n . B y contras t in Sta la g V IIA 
the y seem to take a J a r fro m se rious 
a ttitude . • One prisone r , writing, admit
t euly , o n a Saturday evening, -says: ' ' I 

What to Send to 
,,.-our Prisoner Now 

a nd ;i_ clia p from "Paddington have just 
fi n ish ed danc ing t he B ig Apple, Jitter
b ug, Cha rleston , a n d a nything that Fred 
Astaire can d o. I don't k now -what the 
Germans t hink of u s , b u t they cer
t ainly must t hink we are · a Crazy Gang. 
T he noise a nd shouting is t erri fic, with 
a backgroupd of six mou t h -orga ns." 

Camp Shows 
The Dramat ic C lub in S t alag 357 have 

· hit on a n ew id ea . They are wor ki ng o n 
a scheme for prod ucing a series 0£ •• Radio 
P lays" a nd rev ues-which ';"ill t o ur the 
h u ts t h roug ho u t t he camp: T h e pla ys 
a r e r ead from b ehind a curtain of 
b la nke ts . One is to be a m urder p lay , 
Th e S ilen t Witness. 

In Oflag iXA / Z t he y produced B11s-
111a11 ' s H oneymoon , the th ree "female " 
character s bein g a fterwards p resented 
with bouque ts. Two of t h Pse we re of a 

typical selection 
includes new books of 
every type from the fine 
arts to Wild West 
thrillers. Remember 
all books must pass ~ 

severe censorship. 

Music is scarce and in 
great · demand in ·the 
ca.nips. Clean, -un
marked- copies will be 
warmly welcomed -by 
the Indoor Recreations , 

Section. 

fairly orthodox nature, but the third , for 
the c ha rw o m a n , was composed of a couple 
of large s1,1nflowers complete with a bout 
5ft . of s t em! The lieutenant who has 
recently produced H amlet at l\Iarlag und 
M1lag Nord writes: " r have never pic
tured myself b e fore as a producer, and 
I ha v e been s tartled at the r esult. The 
audie nce sat on hard seats for three a nd a 
ha lf ho urs , a nd \\:ould have taken more." 

R.A.F. Raise Moi1ey for P.O.Ws. 
At a n R .A .F . sta tion in the l\<Iidlands 

they recently presented ·a p lay, the pro
ceed s of whic h a re to be d evoted t o b uy
ing play scripts for their colleagues still 
1_11 Germa ny. The wa rrant officer who 
w ro te t elling us o f this added: '· The 
t ot a l collec t ed wa s {25 from this -,,.nrl 
ne1g~bo unng statio ns . !\light- I suggest 
tha t other s ta tio ns follow suit? " 

l 
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Th;---Le it;;s They 
Write: 00,me . 

l , . All kinds of pets lfopt he1,"e. You 11 see 
From a Padre , , some 'uppy dogs pre_sentl)'. . 1ou get ~ 

Stalag IVG: ':z-i.s_-14· c5od tiew of the COl!_ntrys1de }USt bere. ,c 

AFTER .a_ wait of ah;~ost six_ wee~s; I frhis is .the oflic;_er's' galley and :qiess_hall, 
am now posted; to a work11:1g kom-. w-hich is used for{games in the ev~mpg. 

ndo in this stalag. . As far as ~he You cannot go ~ny farther tbJS way, 
:~sorship allO\vs r- will proceed t? · ~1ve so come ' back ,the o~her side. A_s we _ 

ou .an ·idea of the, place._ Until }ust r~turn we pass the hospital. Th_e~e. _is tl~e 
fecently it consisted of about r,2op ,ipen, main gate and guard room, a:d1ommg_ is _ 
but another kommando h~ beeq moved the ratings' galley -and mess _hall, which· 
here ~nd we now total about I ,800 resemble~ Mo,I\-te Carl9 in, ' the , !3-fter-
British · troops. They are made up f~om , n.oons. There -are wheels , and _ga!fies on 
men from the British Isles, South Afnca, . which 'you can !get rich quick or, like me, 
and a . f~w from , Australia. and_ New :broke quick. . _ · . . . . . -;. . 
Zealand : The men are ~tv:c1.n ous Jobs of The , next point of in\ere~~ 1s the 
work and are ·extremefy fit; most_ of them theatre. The . show , runnmg 1s called 
are very-: bronzed, walking about m shorts yhoraina, a c,avalcade 9£ all the sh(!ws 
only. • • _- , we've bad. No, not seen it yet. Gomg 
· My billet is at . the end of one of the · further ~we . pass · into . a smaller com

forig wooden huts, -and at _the momi;n t ! pound which -'is the ·sports ground, where-
am sharing it with a Cypnot IvI.0 . 'f\1e there are pitches fo.r: football , _base~all 
ioopi i~ about 12ft._ t_o r4ft.- square. \Ve · 'and cricket . .. The Yanks are. playmg 
have sing_le spring b~ds and a table- wit_l} . baseball. Football starts next• month . 
a blue check cloth -on · it. The ~oor ~s . · Come back ·now and -the combin·e will 
concrete, which is clean and cool 1Jl th1s stand you a'icup of-tea. · ✓ 
grilling weather. . The wa~ls . h8:ve · been. \ .. . f 
painted yellow with a , white -fneze and,' •-$~; · Froin Another World 
ceiling. Altogether~a ·comfortable spot! , Stalag 344.~ -· - .. · ; ~0.9.44 . . 
Two windows overlook· tlleit~q_mpOll,nd' -; MET _a ~ew,.~h,a~ w:00.:'h;i.s j_ust ar~~rd' 
and we have our o,yn-nny -entrance hall. ' ··bn1y taken ,rs days ago ._ Talkmg to . 

Padre Br-own is ~bout a guarter of 
0
~ . him makJs.'.me •feel 'like a savage -from 

mile up the road in a l<;qmma~do -~ another 'Yor:l<l. 'He is · 011ly '19_ and _so _ he · 
'.!,ooo men, so you see th;i-~ beb\eel), ,us .,, was, just~'schooPkfd ·when peftl Blighty. 

. we have a pretty large parish • . . -:' Seems· tc'i'Jook -on~ efs_ ·.is·, reHc_s ,of . a ·bo.\v 
.. . The men seem pleas~d, to see a,d 1ap- and arrow e~11-~ •May;q_e he is •.nght too! · 

lain and as I have at least a ye~,r more . - . :,. ·,; - <-.: . _ . , 
of ~m,ice as a p-o .w. fban .m_ost of}.. f----s---.:;_e,--~.-:-----:---~:_:-:.:-~- -----,--~-----.-i 
them, I am looked _ upon ;as a .bit of a . : SENtf·us .-YOUR flCTl:JRES ·: 
Methuselah. I tell :tliem I am a ,go_ocL_ :.- . . .. _: . .· '.'' ·· :- , - , : 
example of .t_he work' of the Red Crq~Jr: · . :- {0 ~ • ANDs'LEIJ[:RS . , _,,: 
Bodily fit. with the constil-n,t supply ~L. : . , · ,_ :, ~ _, , .,,- .,,, .... - . . . . : 
food parceb-we hav:e-enough here until · : TEN SHILLINGS will be award~ : 
Christmas-mentally sound through the. ! / each month to the senders of the first : 
constant ,fl.ow of those grand letters of. : three letters from prisoners of war to be l 
yours and books, etc., sent out by the ·: printed: Copies illstead of the original§. ~ 
Red Cross. ·: d d h 'bl h · ' , are requeste , an w enever po~s• et e~e : 

A Camp .Tour 
Marlag und A1ilag ·Nord (Milag). 

- 28._8.44. .. 
I'LL just show 1you 'round th!;) ca!Dp this 

week for a change. · • -
This is my bunk ~ twelve men. sleep 

hfre. l:.ook out of the window and_you'll 
see iny tomatoes . Xes,- that is where. I 
cut hair, too! Do you- like -the poster? 
Over there is the fire · pond . See the 
ducks? "They all belong to the inmates 
here . _You ought to see. t.ht model steam
boats and ya~hts out here some day's. 
The form.er run on dubbin fuel. · 

This is the cinema-cum-galley. The-re'_s 
a film this week, Hello,- Janine-all
German talkie, s~nging and dancing. 
I went yester4ar, Not too bad. -. 

: sh'oufd be set out on a separate sheet of : 
: paper, showing the DATE$ on which theY, ! 
: Were p written. l"he Editor welcomes for . i 
! either pages of the -journal any recent - : 
! NEWS relating to pr_isoners of w~r. ~ 1 
I , t 

Ten Shillings will also ~e 'awarded fo; l 
ph~tographs reproduced across ··two : 

, columns, and five shillings for-those under l 
l ") wo. Photographs should be· distinct, and , 
! any iQf ormation as to when they ...;ere 
: taken is helpful. . . 

!, . Address: Editor, " Th~ Prisoner of 
: War," ·St. James's Palace, London, S.W.L 
i The cost of these prizes and fees is··de

A' few-of th~ prisoners at Stalag XVltA-
We stai:t .on: li~li -~ :Red ·cross parcel 

per weik, next .:veek. Carµiot ·think what 
we· sli/ruJd do without the Red Cross
bless"'tfiem ! · I shall have t:o tighten up 
my belt, _ bµt I am -not wo_!ried as I don't 
think- we shall be collecting them much 
longer .- ' ✓ 

'New Arrivals 
·Qfiag 79. · · .. · 22.10.44._ . IT is amusing to observe the -new 

· _ pri,soners ·as they come in (w~. ~ave 
. ,a numaer fr.om Arnhem). It remmds 

ofi.i/ ·or one's--o,;n· early days . " in the 
- bag.~• :-·_J:he number of signs and sym

.· · bbls they ,vear on their arms is amazing 
' t o us om. kriegies ! 0f ·coUISe, they give 

us the latest news from home. Most of 
-· them seem to be very young. They are 

well looked after as ~oon as they arrive · 
and given extra clothing' and other kit. 

I am very well, as \\'.e all are, except · 
for _ occasional bouts of the " crowd-
complex." Naturally, liying in t)le$e _ 

· conditions we all get a bit tir~ of being 
. on -top of op.e another and feel ~me-

times we should l!ke -to ..get · to a q_uiet 
spot in.the country. and live alone for the 
rest of our: lives. But the -feeling soon 
p~sses if YO.!! get on, " 'itl_i yqur work , or 
fo to bed, a-s I am going -just nO\V'. 

His Room 
·Stalag .VllA. . 3I .8+!-

THINGS . are 'ebe same here-work, 
.. pl~y-· and sleep. The room in which 

I s1eep holds six-,four other Englishmen, 
?ne _ South -Af~can, whoni we .-ag md 
Jape from .mom b.11 night. Each night 

The gardi::,11s look well, intermingled 
with the .rabbit hutches and hen coops. 

l frayed- by a generous friend of the Red.. 
! Cross and St. John War OrganiMtion. 

I t .... . ___ ' --•-•--•-•----- , --- . --•------ · i 
we---:keep the rest ox-them 3,_wake with our 
guitar an!f mouth organs. 0U:r room is 
called Sunshine Cotner ~if it's quiet, 
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The Prisoner of War -----------------------------------------'--??~ ----------------------------------------------------------- learn in a lifetime, but how I long for 
\Ve hold con[erences on w?rl~ ~f~~~ home comforts, a l?roper bed_ and plenty 

A group of prisoners at Stalag Luft III 
where they make a point of celebrating 

birtlidays. . 

.which is seldom. When the orchestra is 
playi~g it is calied the China Tea Shop. 

How They 'Live· 
Stalag 3"57• 3.12 .44. 
'l X TE live 'in bungaloll'S, each having 
VV four rooms, a ll joined end on . Eat h 

room holds 72 men on double-tier bunks. 
Four bungalows make "A" compound . 

The day begins at 7 a. m. with a brew 
--on alternate mornings in bed ! A wash 
and shave and then roll call at 8 a .m. 
We are counted and then dismissed until 
the next "count " at 4 p.m. WP. sweep · 
the hut, draw bread and · potatoes and 
then till noon, when we have a hot soup 
or stew, we pl?-Y or wat~h footl;>all, 
rugby , hockey or volley ·ball. 

We have an excellent library, a gym
nasium, and use the church hut as a quiet 
room during the week. We are allowed 
out and around the camp from rev. till 
7 .15 p.m., from which time .till lights 
out (now 9 p .m.) we have talks, lec
tures, whist, bridge or crib_ d rives, 
quizzes. a dance band or gramophone. 

Work and Play 
Stalag 344· 5.u .44 . 

I WAS very amused a t the way you go 
to business, through . clover and 

wheatfields and over stiles. We have a 
similar three-mile walk (slow pace), then 
a little work with a little shovel, and 
back to camp at a faster pace. We take 
tea with·us and brew up on the job, just · 
like a gang_ of navvies in the stree ts of 
London. 

I was interested to know _you had seen 
the Prisoner of War Exhibition. The 
main camps are like that, but I am at a 
working camp of 55. \Ve have more 
facilities and much more comfort, 

every _day-generals and cabme • of freedom. Be)Ieve me, it will tak 
ters have nothing on us ! something to' move me once I get bacli.~ 

Two Counties Club . A Librarf Arrives 
Stalag Luft VII. 16·8•44 · Stalag Luft IV. 29.8.44. 

WE have just formed a Lancashire '.1-~J I HAVE at last go~ hold ?f some tech-
Cheshire club and there are on Y nical books which will help m 

two from Stockport . T he rnajor!ty comle When we moved fro~ Stalag Luft yj· 
from either Manchester or . L;er~on~ I parted company with my entire kit' 
The club is going to contact· t e a d including all my notebooks and text: 
chester Evening News , giving names an - books, as did 

· --..,.....,..~,-""", '7,','."'::-:7?1 mos_t of my co ..... _ 

addresses of all who live in the Man
chester distriet . Se keep a -look out. 

By the way, I was fortunate enough to 
be selected . to play for England at 
cricket_. The match was played on Bank 
Holiday Monday, and . after a very ex
citing game we won by 46_.! uns. 

A Hard School 
Stalag 357. 30.9. 44. -wE a.re in better billets, .in spite of the 

fact that they are not- quite com
pleted, and the Deta ining Power seems 
to be helping us to get settled and com
fortable as much as they can, for which 
we are all grateful. We will soon. be 
wishing each other 
a " Merry Christ
mas." It seems 
hard 1 y possible 

#" :i.·;:- ·-_;: ''fo'. .J UJ: 

paruons. However 
t?e te ch nicai 
!tbrary bas arrived 
mta~t, so I can 
~ontinu~ study
mg, and while I 
h _ave no - st a
ti oner y I am 
~anag1ng 011 
c1_garette wrap
p10gs. 

A small amount 
of Red Cross cloth. 
ing and toil e t 
articles bas ar. 
rived and I have 
be~n luckv 
enough to win th·e 
cut for the follow
ing : 1 toothbrush 
1 comb, 1 razo; 

and soap, 3 razor blades and 1 light 
vest. Th.is comprises my entire belong. 
ings,' together with the follow½ig whic~ I 
arrived in: I great coat, I _Jacket and 
trousers, 1 short pants, I pair socks and 
boots, 1 shirt and I handkerchief. 

We are all in the very best of spirits 
and exceedingly optimstic, _and get 
plenty of fun oat of kriegie life. 

How He Lives 
Stalag IVD . 8.10.44. 

you ask me if I' live_ at ~VD. No_. I 
a m .at B .E.I., which 1s a working 

party of 170 men. As far as the billets 
are concerned, they are fairly good. We 

· that I have been 
away from you so 
long, and I often 
wonder if you will 
think me a lot 
changed when I re
turn .' If I am , I 
assure you it wilr 
be for the better. 
Tliis is the finest , if 
the hardest, school 
in which to learn 
pa t i e n c e and 
understanding. I 
have learned more 
of human nature 
since l;>eing a 
P .o.W . than one 
w o u 1 d_ normally 

A drawing of the canteen at llag VII sent as a Christmas and 
New Year Card by a Guernsey civilian internee to his mother. 
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live in rooms; three rooms in a bunga- PERSO~'ALITIE. s· A. r·· ~'TALA. ·G xx~ low. twenty men to a room, two men to 1-..i ;,-
a bed, one above the other. I am on the 
$OP as I think it is bette,--it is for read- ........._- · 
mg, anyhow. --.....;:,; 

We now have our own sho~ er-house 
and wash-place, which is very con-· DESCR/B. ED 
venient. Of course, we· are Jocked 

r barre? ahd _bolted in every night. not t~ 
,I mention bemg counted far too often for 

my liking. By 
From German -to Drawing 

Stalag IVG. . 1.7 .9.44_ 
I HA VE_ given u_p trying to learn Ger-
• man ; it wo~d take too long. Instead 

I ve been spending most of my t ime lately 
drawing. I have been il,ble to borrow 
~me paints. but I'm not much of a hand 
with these. 

Our tomato crop'. must have reached 
the 5cwt . . marli:; .but it is falling·off now. • 
as the weather gets cold&r. "; It i_;; just 
about cold enou,gh fol' snow al the 
moment. • · 

A P.O:W. 

.THERE' 

. · .. 

, A Good Cake ;·, • . 
Stalag 

344
. . 1.ro_

44
_ · •BACK ROW.-1_ will begin from left is cycling, now ,aims_to learn the.piano 

I 
THINK . . V>'.ith tile big ~londe, "Spite" H., Li~~r- accordian and do,;•t' we· know· it:,) : 

. . it's _u_nfair that you torment ~ . ' . 
. me witq wntmg about -special apple , pool, whose ~mbition is bigger and FR.ONT ROW from /eft.-The chap wit!-1 

pie! Of Eourse. by no~v Tm a prett y_ ·· better_boxirig gloves.and cowboy books. the beret, Bull's brother, just loves to 
good cook myself; last week Gus and I Next is '" Bull/' who is happy with a , argue.and waits for the time when' he 
ma?e a gran,d -ca~e ·out of=-the bread car,' _the dir-t,ier -_the bet~~r .. · I ·com~ 

71 
will be slicing bacon- again (by the 

ra~1?n, two tins_ biscuits (hard),· sugar. if..ex_t: :I' w
1
,_·a_nt a -~~o~ ar'!1ch~ir ari_d a way they are Scotsmen). _ " Pudding " 

ra1sms, salt. Klim _and ·Nes~Jes. Apart --, d N · I B · -fro~ the f'!-ct that it was slightly burnt a io. ext is my pa " un," L(\ndon, comes next from Leeds, who just lives 
outside. slightly undone · ir1 the , centre whose ambition in· life.is parties ... Next for his bed and · says, •Why can't 'you 
and slightly hea:,7y,_· ff :~ifll.5 :i good cake. is Lewis~lso--{r~m ·London: · ·He i$' not stay in bed all day?" Next is" Fitz," 

fat but can he eat ! Next is " Wog " also Scotch, who longs to _be home with 
- Sport-and Stitching ! f '-8 di d Stalag Luft l~l- , __ _ -- , 

15
_
9

:
44

_ • rom ,:-a , or -, our interprete~ the his.- wife and kiddy. 'Last is " Busty," 

T
H Lover N~. I. ·His, pal R~Q next, also our singer, whose ambition is to be on 

; IS week there was a _big _vo!ley-ball from _Bromley, London, whose hobby the' films. 
competition, with a tote to make 

things interesting. All the boys wagered 
with cigarettes, and it - was just like 
Derby day. Through '.,'. inside informa
tion''. I managed to make a few, but as 
I smoke the old · pipe most often, it 
mattered Ji ttle. -

One America v . Britain se;ies which I 
mentioned before, ended in a win for the 
" Yanks." but it was a 'lot of fun and 
time well spent. 

Have just finished knitting a: khaki 
scarf, which is useful at this t ime. What 
with the sewing, washing, knitting; etc,, 
that I do, I would rna~e a good wife for 

· someone, but I guess that is out of the 
question. · 

Varied Activities 
Stalag !VB. _ 26.9.44.\ 

THINGS. 'here are not bad, bags of 
entertainment such as football, box

ing, etc. We also "have a t heatre, ano 
last week I saw a showrThe Barretts of 
Wimpole Street, and it was exc~llent , _ 

J do some . tailoring now and again 
an(! so earn .a few cigarettes a week. -· 

We get our Red Cross parcels every 
week and receiying them is the main 
event of the week. 

I have read in the camp newspaper 
that t h.e black-out is finished now. _. I 
guess it .suit_:i 'you fine. 

I 

Bi~thqay ,Celebrations 
TIME-HONOURED ·birthday tradi

tions are observed in the camps with 
great gusto. They are made occasions for 

· special o.elebration as a change from the 
usual routine. 

" A ha-ppy birthday to y_ou " in chorus 
greeted a member · of Stalag Luft 3 on 
the morning of his _anniversary. and he 
was treated to a cup of tea in his bunk. · 
On. the previous day a companion had 
spent six hours grinding up biscuits, 
dried barley a~d semolina to make flour 
for some " wizard " meat patties . 
Corned beef and onions were used for 
the filling, and the savoury result 
rri\lrked .t he occasion at lunch. A "gor
geous'' chocolate pudding was .produced 
for sweet at dinner after an exdellerit 
.course of fiiea spam in «=lgg-powder and 
vegetables, and apricot tarts at supper 
completed the , day's , menu. · Rations 
had ·to be saved for weeks to make 

, enough for this •: real ~o:!' 
- A flying officer, also at Stalag Luft 3. 
',¥rites home that he did not expect to 
spend his 21st birthday in a prisoner of 

in · _the Camps -
war :camp, but says that the best "; s 
made of a bad job. He was presented 
witli an iced cake and much sp~ulation 
was aroused as to how the colouring •had 
been obta ined. The cake was voted an 
excellent effort and later the secret ·was 
revealed-a drop of red water-colour 
paint ! -

One prisoner in Oflag 79 tried to keep 
his birthday dark, but someone had not 
forgotten it. The result was 'a very fine 
cake for -which the i,ngredients were -
ground biscuits •. raisins, egg flakes and 
margarine. The mixing and decorations 
in chocolate and· jam were carried out by 
a fellow-officer, who before the war 
demonstrated cake~making and was able 
to -add the deft professional touch. 

On i:oll call at 8.30 a .m. · a letter 
arrived from home \wishing him many 
happy returns-timed almost to · the 
hour! • 
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I~inking 

l \\' A~ particularly plC'aSt."ll whC'n l 
was asked to write this article for 
1"11t· P,isonn of War bt.'cause I 

;im often stn;1ck !Jy the numlx·r of 
people l mee t who a rr confusrd by 
the term International Red Cross. I 
~ha ll ltt.•gin with a very IJrief dcscrip• 
t io n o ( the R1.·d Cross movement as a 
,, hole. 

The Red Cross first ca me into Ucing 
eighty-o ne years ago as the result o ( tla· 
1·xpcricuces o( a Swiss citi~eu- Henri 
Dunant-on the battlefield of Solferino, 
auJ the conclusio n in August. 1864 , o( 
the (.;ene\'a Convention for t he Ameliora
tion of the Conditio n o f the \\'ounde<l 
a nd Sick i,i Armies in the Field . To-day 
the International Red Cross moYement , 
which is go\'emed by Statutes drawn up 
at The Hague in J928 . is composed of: 

The national Red Cross Societies 
(numbering sixty-two in 1939) with a 
total adult membership o( o, ·cr twenty 
millions. 

The International Red Cro&s Commit
tee-foundc.-d in Gene,·a in 1863 by a 
Committee of five Swiss citizens (now 
limited to a membership o f twenty-five). 
and the forerunner o{ the whole Red 
Cross movement. 

The League of Red CrON Socitties-a 
ttduation of aU the national Red Cross 
Societ ies. founded in 19 19. 

These three aspects of a world-wide 
movtment are Hoked by the Inter
national Red Cross Conference which 
meets every four yta rs and is described 
in the Sta tutes as " t he highest repre
scn ta ti \'e of t he lntcrnatiooaJ R ed 
Cross.•· 

The aim o f the Rt-cl Cross is always to 
bring relief. whether in war or in peace, 
to suffering humanity , a nd to this object 
t he \'ario ui-. national Socit:tii:s, organised 
on a \'Olunta.ry Oasis , t.lt.::,·oh: themselves 
in C\"ery country . The Internati«:>nal Red 
Cross Committtt, wit h its ht.-adquarters 
in Gene,·a , is a complddy in<lept.·nUt:nt 
and Ut'Utral o rganisat ion, com~·J en
t irdy o f Swiss c itizt•ns. I t is in wa1time 
the link ix-tween t he national Societies 
and is t he only organiSi.l tiun which , as 

THE WORK OF THE INTER 
l?I' Colonel Ch11i·l,,1 de W111teville (Chief 
· London J)elrg11tio11 of t/i.e I. C.R. C,) 

the result o f the t rust plact'<l in it by all 
belligerents. can work for the... welfare of 
the war Victims of both sides. : 

History Or the Movement 

E "er since 1870 the International 
Committee has set up in spheres of con
flic t , agencies for information and the 
relief of wounded and sick soldiers and 
prisoners of war. On the_ outbreak of the 
1914- 18 war the Interualtonal Agency for 
Prisoners of \Var was created in Geneva 
·with a s taff of 2 . 000 Swiss citizens. the 
majority of whom were voluntary 
workers. 

The agency dealt with requests 
from thirty be1ligerent countries; its 
delegates visited five hundred intemnlt'nt 
camps ; facilities were obtained for ~e 
evacuation of civilia ns from occup1ed 
territories a nd for the repatriation or 
hospitalisation i n neutral countries of 
sick and wounded soldiers a nd medical 
personnel. The Committee organi~ed the 
repatriat ion and exchange of pnsoners 
of wa r of all nationalities after the first 
\Vorld \Var and co-operated closely with 
the national Red Cross Societies and 
other organisations in medical relief anti 
reconstruction work in war-stricke,1 
countries. And between the two \Vorld 
\Vars the Committee's services were: 
called upon for China and Abyssinia, in 
the Gran Chaco in 1933-34 , and in the 
Spanish Civil \Var in 1936-39. 

l n 1929 there was s igned in Gent:va 
the Convent ion Relative to the Treat
ment of Prisoners o f Wa r, and under this 
Con,·ention the I nterna·tiona l Rtd Cross 
Committee is expre-ssly cha rged with tht' 

(Lclt) Workinron 
one of the larp 
m• p• , how!nr 
German prison 
camps at the Cen .. 
tr•I Office at 
Ge neTa, a nd 
(Right) s o rtinc 
letters into alpha .. 
be ti cal or,d·e-t". 
Each square rep .. 
resents one lettel" 
of the alphabet. 

estahlishmenl o( a Central Agency for: 
the Exch2ng~ of Information abou&-.: 
Prisontl"S of War. 

In 1939. thncforc,. the Com!1Uttee 
immedia tely \,<>gan tins work, ~ it had 
done in previous wars, a nd 10 JuDer.,; 
1944 , its .staff numbered 3,289, all 
whom were Swiss a nd more than half 
whom were voluntary. -

Bv September, 1944 , the index of the 
Ceniral Prisoners of \Var Agen~y eon
prisonc-rs of war a nd interned ci~lians;
tained over -z3,ooo.ooo cartls~ rel~ting to-= 
permanent delegatt:S in f.orty-five •~ u.n
tries had mad<' !i-orne four thousand vi.Sitt 
to camps. and in a ll seventy-seven coun4 
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• ·••····················· · ········· ··········· ··· IC. P_r:~~'.~:~ .. ~~- .Y'!.~-~-···················· ·· ···- ----··············-?. -the World 
oNAL COMMIT'TEE OF THE RED CROSS 

for ~ · f.-

~ -· 
lrh'"'. hu<l l_'l·~n l'Jn•r~·!I· I,>'. <lt-lcgalcs and 
i,,cpt•c111I 111 18!, IOWt . I he rncornin g m:ail 
11111111..,crnl J£,, 181J.uoo lellcn und card1. 
and tho o ut"'oi11~ J8,n_s,ooo ; in 0 ,;~ 
111011th JJ,t ,:mo lctkn1 iuid 5,900 tcJt. 
grams pa..."i,Scd th rough the Committee 's 
diffl·rt·nl dcp;lrtmcnb. Ovtr 1 .000,000 
1,uoks had ."~<;11 f~rwnr<lcd to prisoners of 
war anti c1v1h;111 llllcrnmt·nt camps, and 
ovn ~O,uoo,()(M'.J ~ai:ccls, valued at 
appHix rniatcly 2j m1ll1ard Swiss francs 
had h<·<•n lmrullcd L;, the Committee ·~ 
lfrli (•f IJivi~ion up to Sf:ptembcr>- 1944. 

. '. ,·:: - ·,'".\ .. - •- \ 

Civilians, Too 
f ! ' 

Tht- Commitl<·c's ,~ ork docs not. of 
couri-.t· , ~to1;> a t caring for ~ick and r 
wo unded pn.sonc:r~ o f wa r a nd in ttrm-tl 
civilians, hut has 1-1(:t n extcndt..-d, in the 
fa~t.' of ~dmost .!:,~~rhuman oUstacles, to 
bn ng ard t o c1v1han populations-espt - 1 
cially womcu and child rc·n-in countrit-s ► 
ovn run br the "ar. t . 

For this purpoS<: what is known . r 
as _the Intcrn~ti.'Jna l T<c<l Cross Joint l · 
Hehd Comm1ss1~m was set up in ~ 
1940 hy tht· lntcmational Re<l Cross 
Committe~ _a nd t he . League o( Red !..... • ._ 
~ro~s Soc1~t1c:;,, and 1t was this organ-
1sa t ,o n wluch , toge ther with Urn Swiss 
and Swed ish R ed Cross Socictits, was 
ahlt to hr111g food and medical relief to 
the famine-stricken populations o f Greece 
ancl to the child ren o( Belgium. , 

a re own<,•._f by the "Foundation " ) which 
ply betwt;eu North an<l South Atlantic 
;an<l Metliterm~ean ports, and carry relief 
goo<ls for pnsoners o f wa.r a nd civil 
poyula.Lions. These ships, which are 
marked " International R eel Cross Com
mittee" and sa.il .lm<ler neutt:1I Hags, a ll 
have on boa.rd a representative of the 
Committee. By September, 1944. they 
had transpo rted 265,486 tons of relief 
goods. 

Another acth,it~· of the International 
Red Cross Committee is the Civilian 
Message . Scheme, Uy which civilians in 
one btU1gerent country can make con
tact with relati\"eS aad friends in another· 
e_neruy or enemy-occupied country. By 
Sept1·mber. 194,, . nearly 17,000,000 ·o f 
thest> messages had been tran smitted ta 
ant.I from people separated by the war. 

T he Committee's Section for 
Civilian Research •had handled 
over 500,000 cases by the s..1.me 
<late-, some necessitating as 
many as fi fty stparate en
q uinc·:.. The· Central l ndex oi 
ttu- Dispersed Families Sec• 
t ion will no do ubt form the 
hasi!\ of a great post-war task 
o f li11k i11g members of families 
who have become separated. 

The Committee has its own 
Maritime Transport system 
know n a s the " Foundatio n for 
the 6tganisation o f Red Cr~ 
T mn:.port . " lt runs a fleet of 
t wdn· ships (three of which 

This huge card index system 
contains over 23 · million 
cards relating to prisoners of 
war and interned· civilians 

0£ all nationalities. 

Countless Services 

Possibly one of the Committee's most 
important and delicate tasks is that o f 
wat.ctiing over the application of inter
nat ional conventions a nd in constantly 
appealing to belligere nt Governments o n 
behalf of war victims. 

1t will be realised that all this wo rk-, 
of which only a bare outline has been 
given here, is very costly . . The Com
mitee's expenses for the yea.r 19-13 
a mounted to 8.700,000 Swiss francs. 
Two-thirds of a ll the donations received 
came from Swiss sou rces ; the remaining 
third is contributed by certa in Govern
ments and a small numhcr o( national 
Reel Cross Societies. 

I feel I cannot do bette-r than con
clude this article with a quotatio n from 
a recent publication o f the International 
Red Cross Committe: • 

"lt is not to be a voided, in a n organ
isation of such dimensions as the Rc-<l 
Cross, and so largely d t'pendent upon 

• "The ln!cru.1t1onal Red Crm .. in Gt1teva-r%1-
11Jll,"- l'.a~ ,. 

- . ,;, 
. .,. . ~-J~\ . -. 

. \ 

(L !lt) r'.1.rc.!b lo: p.o.w.s .whi> w~: ! 
transferred to Germany from ltalian 
camps, at Bule Station ready to b~ 
readdressed by the International Red 
Cross. (Above) The routine inspection 

of parcels of goods for the camps. 

t 

' 

helper.:i who are nt>ither lrained cxpt:rts 
nor, in all cases, permanently available. 
that t' rro rs an<l delays sometimes occur. 
\Vhere Sp<'Cia l, privileged channels are 
opt.-n to c.ertain group::;, or can be: ust.-d 
for an isolatt-d case here an<l there. it is 
obvious that enquirers will bo satisfied 
more p romptly . But the International 
Committee a nd its Agency view their 
mission abc)\"e all as a service, not for 
some only, but for all without privilege 
or. distinction. They rejoice to kuow 
that tens a od hundreds of thousands are 
helped by other me-ans than theirs : but 
the millions who have no access to 
special favours and whom nobody takc-s 
care of othen\"ise mus t also be s~rvro. 
and strvnJ. tint. The services demanded 
of t ht- Committee are countless; they 
range from the transmission of prisoners' 
names by the tens of thousands from 
Gov~mment to Government. to the 
search for a single missing individual: 
from supplying a s ick prisoner's reque~t 
for some remedy indispensable to him 
but unohtainahle in the r nemy country. 
to rf."SC uing whole sections o( popula. 
tions, such as the child rr n in countries 
·suflering from famine." 

NUMBER, PLEASE ! 
-PLEASE be sure tomcnuon your 

Red Cross reference number 
· whenever you write to us. Other

wise delay and trouble are caused 
in find in 1 prcvio~s correspondence. 
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Ill The l'rho11rr of \V,1r F, IIMUAkl', '915 

Of fi~ial Reports fro1n 
I .IJ fft')' ens, u lier.• IA, ' ""d,11011.s 

tflll 10, ,rnu,ly tit, 1',olulrng 
l'ow,r ma•ts ttf>ttsn1.ation.i .o 

r: ll1t Grrma11 tJutJiortlltS. ll'Atr1 llt.tH 

Tht•r<' is no pro\'is1on £or ei ther hol 
or cold ahowcrs, but tho mf'u tnkc daily 
colt.I sho\\tfS un<lcrnNth n pump in 1he 
OJ'lt.:IJ tlir. 

The"' \\R.S no British J octor or 1t1t'flicnl 
ordt•rly in the c,'\mp; the Gcnunn nuthor
itics ha,c asked for them. The G<'nnnn 
mf<lictll ofliccr cnlls twice n ,H,~k, :md 
n Gc.>mlan tnNlici\l onl<'rly looh:c nf~er the 
s ick. ,,n pri~OON'S han • h('t' II 1110Cll· 

for the other pnticuttt to wulk to n nea r
by (,·ood , whrrr there nro nnturnl 
:1lwltcrs. 

Owing to the umnlJcr or ot hl'r ,\ lhcd 
prisoncr1 of wor in this hospl_tnl, tho 
one l,armck ossign<'tl to Brl t1~h and 
American paticnllil remains ovcrcrowc.lr<l. 

u ,my ,t a.sou (o doubl 1t1u,Mr tM 
, P, 01,clwg Powtrr Jrns ,ictril ti u n/ 
! 0 ,u;,- ref utst,d lo do so. H' b n d ~ 
1 rJ~rttc tlint Joo.I or t lollWi« IS " ' t q11,;,d, tit, ,uassMy ndion II laAen 
, through tho' I Hin ,wt 10,u1l Rtd Cross 

l ___ :~~~~~~~~·~---------------------------
OF LAG VJIB , E ICHSTA6TI 

lnt rc.1 agninst trphus. . 
The.> clothing situnl.ion i~ poor 1 hero 

Is a cohhh'r anll a ta ilor att,1chC'\I to the 
cnmp, but tllt're is very hltlc n•1>.1ir 
mnkrial lo l.M· hall . 

Strength 0 11 t ht' <.lay of visi~, 1 ,50,t 
officers a ,u.l 'ljt., other rn11 ks. Srncc tht
last ,· isit in unc, 19 ,H , two llC\\' huts 
nn.- in the Lour~ or erect ion for furtlwr 
lh ing quarters. A small kilchrn in L•ach 

. hnl ;,llo\\S for the cooki ng of private 
pa red s. 

The C.cnnan authorities hll\'<' a5kr<l 
for a Roman Cnlholic and a Church or 
E111;land p.,drc, who arc ,•,pt-ctt-d to 
arrn·e shortly. At present a .\le1hod1st 
)hnisl t"r is hold111g scn·ices. . 

Ou1door n'Crration is \ 't f\' !,.;tl.J~fa.; . 
1or\'. There is a la rge free "/>.1ce where
all ·?-orls of ~amt'9 are pla)·l·,. IlaU of 
the k1tCh<'n barrack is l>cm~ used a3 a 
ping-pong room where thNl' a rc thn·<' 
tablr ~ a\·ailablc. 

Prisoners can only hrw c l\\ O hot 
showtfl n month. The gcuera.l health 
o( all prison1•r- has rcmainN.I good. Rc
cn.•,'1ional facilities insidr the camp arc 
t;ood, hut a ll p.irolc activities such as 
wa.lks :uul vis its to the c inema have 0rt·n 
susj>cn<le<l for no iji\'cn rca~on . . 

Censoring a t this camp 1s unsalls foc
tun · a nd mail is rql()rtl'll to be , <'f)'_ 
t.101\•. Then~ as a nc~,, Co111ma.nd;u1t \\ ho 
is cons iden.xl rra,011::iblt• nnd foir. The 
ca mp is still OHrt'rO\\tkd 

(l'ud1d OcloWr, 19-14 .) 

STALAG LUFT VII BANKAU 

There arc 690 British priso11ers of war 
ol the R.11.i· .. Rol"al Australian Air 
Force and Ro,·al Calladiitu Air Force in 
t his c.imJ>. They a re a ll non-commis
t.1011rd omcen. 

At the momr nt the prisonl'rs arc nil 
111 lcmporary '' s ta nda rd huts,'' of which 
thrrc.• a rc 190, t:1ch accommodating six 
pnw 11t'rs. Ne" ba rrac ks an~ being com
pld r, a 11d 1d1u1 lht>~ a n.· rt'ady for UM! 
1t should IX' the lx,i,I accoinrnoJation so 
I.I r found in a n,· prisom•r of war ca mp 
in C<'nnauy. Then~ is 110 lighting or 
hc..'lt rng in t ht· h.'lllJ)Orary huts. but due 
to the , en · hot ,u·ather and the Jong 
clays. thL·rC \\ as, up to tbe tune of the 
vi.Ii i! , 11 0 Ul'Cc~ ilv for 5ucl1 facili tirs. 
\Vhr u the Ht\\ accommodation is ready 
th('rc nil! bc lx>1h lightiu.,; a nd ht aling. 

Sixttcn o ( thcM' huts a1 c a,·ailahlc (or 
!->pccinl purpo!>l'S, !s11d1 ns s ick rooms, 
M:hool rooms, offict•s :111<1 library A 
large IJa rrack for the kitcht•n has bct•JJ 

ucct«.1. The prisont•rs cook their own 
food, the only complaints 1,dng tha t 
then• n t·rc not t'nough ki1cht•11 utensils, 
a nd w far no m1io11 sea.le has l)l•1·u sup
plit>J Th<'re is 110 s1ock ol H,.:d CrO!>S 
1i.1retb, but a supply has l.>t. t 11 dc
~1Mtcht'C.I from Ctlll\a. A-:-. i:t ui:.ual 111 

most o l the- camp:-. , lh<'rl' b \'rr) lit tle 
011 !s.:1lt• 111 tht· can tu 11 

;\Jai l is rather poor- in p:uticnl:u. thr 
rrct.-ipt of pri\'al<' f>:-1rcc·!s. Thi· C l·~n.111 
camp command:i nt 1s s.11d lo lx• -.a t1~f.1C• 

STALAG IXC 

A group from a 
concert pa r ty 
held in thi s 
camp whe re 
there are 380 
British prisoners 
o f war . The 
genera.I health 
o! the camp is 

good. 

tory :ind 011 good lc•rms \11th the pri
soners or war. \\'hen the new barracks 
arc completed this camp should be very 
good indeed. 

(l'ositcd September, 1944.) 

HOSPITAL R ESERVE LAZAR6T, 
ED ELSBACH 

The uumber of patients on thr day or 
the \'isit was 10 Americans and 47 
Brit ish. There is 0 11c Dritish medical 
o fficer and thrtc mtdical onJcrlicB. The 
onlv material change since U1e last visit 
in ~Jay, 19-H, was tho construction of 
a n txcdlcu t a ir-rai<l shelter; a. second 
iit ltllll bdng built. At present b<'d
pa tients a rc taJ.en on 1trctchns to the 
l Omplctc·<l , lwltn und doors :uc opcnl'<.I 

E\'cry p.'llicnt h::u1 n hot bath once n 
wt'ek. Tl1erc has IK'en no s!1ortagl' of 
wol<'r this summer Th<' food 1!1 r<'port:C-1 
to be hcttcr n0w than it has ever 1,t'i'l1 in 

the p,,s t. There is n goo<l s tock or R <'d 
Cross parcels. Iker an<l . n rew matches 
a rc occn.s ionnlly 011 ~, le 111 th<' cant<"('D, 
Clothing is slill sntisfoctory. 

A new rccrt•a tion hnll hM been O\X'n<'d 
which gives great s~tis fac tio n to n I lho 
prisour~. The mail from .England _has 
just s tarted 10 arrive .i_ga.in i\tt<l1cal 
t reatment 1s most satisfactory The 
Bri tish and Amcncnn doctor.1 nr<' g1vc•n 
an Cnlirrly free hand to run t h!'ir s~
lion o( t lw ho!-pit.al. nn<l all c'\Scntla l 
J rugs havt.' so .far l>et.'n ~upphtd liy the 
Germa ns. Surgical drc~si ngs a n• rath<'f 
Jimitc:d , I.Jut the 1,:ap 1s filled h} Red 
Cros!s supplies. Tht·rc \\"t re no com
plaints. 

( l'Hlted S ,·ptt:mhcr, HJ H ) 

STALAG !XC, MUEHLHAUS6N 
The strength or this camp is 380 

British prisoners of 11nr, 111cludi11g 178 
N .C.O.s, one medical Officer ancl two 
chaplains. More than JOO prisoners had 
Jdt t his camp since the lat.t visit in July. 

Bathing and wa.!>hing facili t ies a re 
satisfactory a nd tht:rc were no com
£ 1ain ts about food or cooking facilitil's. 
f he order sent by the Red Cro.> to cut 
t he issue or parcels 10 one per man per 
two weeks was nccc:ptcd hy the pri.!>011crs 
with unders tanding. The clothing t.i ltu,. 
tion was saUsfoctory. 

Church or EnRland and Roman Catho
lic services n n: held in the camp1 hut a 
acrnt order by the Germans forbi<lcJ111g 
Cllrlplains to visit work dt·tachnw11h al 

the CaJDps 
an\' ,1(11 ;1l ,Jir.;tA11tt· fr<m1 t he main c...11np 
r,t! lwr lunlt~ lht· p;t,Jr,-,' :ictlvitlr"'. 

O utdoor n-crf'.1111')11 '" ,·cry • 1ti,f,1e,. 
tory. T he pri-.oru-1""1 an· aMe to l(O out 
for !lporL, nery a ft t'rnoon from 2 p.m 
tu ,f p . 111 , :., wtll M on Sunday morn
ing~. Jnd0<Jr tnl1-r1a i11rncn ls ,u:rc cur
t:atlt..-1 J.ftrr the pni;,,,u ~ had wriltt·n 3nd 
nctc'<.l n 111kt•tch "hich, 111 the opinion or 
the Gum,111", ini;ultt-d thdr country 

Mail, a.,,. t·,·c:rywherc rlJc, h:u l.>tcorm: 
,., rr ,J()w, t he .trr1\1,tl of private parc,:ls 
b1·111g particularlr had. The geneml 
11,-alth or t he camp i.lll good. and in spite 
of the recent ordtri: mtntioned a bo\'t, 
t he spirit or tht. c.1mp is still exct'llent. 

(r,,,ted September, ' 9 H -) 

LABOUR DETACHMENTS 

DEPENDENT ON STALAG IXC 

Working Deu chmt nt No. 1278, 
Glt ichambug was \'is it<.-d for the fir.,t 
time. The compound is situated in a 
I.K':i.utiful wood ahout r ,8oo feet aho,•t 
sea le\'cl. T he pre'-<"n t s trengt h or the 
camp is 37 Hri t i.5h prisoners of wa r "ho 
work in a stone qua rry near the camp. 
\Vorking ho urs arc 10 per day, Sundays 
arc alwar, free. Then · were no com
plaints about "orking condit ion,. 

Tht prisonc:~ Ji\'<: iu._a ~tonc.UtJilt 
house cont,1i11ing one.. dormitory, one 
day room, a ki tch<·n a nd wa.o;h-room . 
T hen, arc clou!Jlt:-t icr l)f'()s with tn•o Ger• 
man hlanhu for <'.1th prisoner, a nd most 
or l htm f>O\sc·ss additional priva te ont:S. 
Lighting and hf."a ting a,a sat i~fac tory, 
The roofs a rc rtportt'<l to leak very Ire: 
q ue,;ntly , h ut repairs arc promlJ(.'ll. 
Washiog facilities art sdmcwha t prlmi-
1ivc, but cannot I~ considor('(I as mad~ 
11uatc. The m n1 r t-ct·h ·c the correct Ger
man h<'avy "orkcrs' rations. T he p_ri
Mlnt·rs have thtir own cook. a otl had a :\l:~cr. o( Rrd C(04;! parcels for four 

Mtdical a ttention is given by a civilia n 
doctor autl ther<" i , a llrit ish med ical 
o rderly iu the camp. Dental t reatmtnt 
i~ good. T he g .... neral :i.ta tc or ht·allh is 
~li~factory. 

Although there i• only a small stock 
of clothing in tht camp, each pri,oncr 
has at kru.t one unironn. Some ha \'e 
two. T he c,1mp ha, never bet!n ,·isllcd 
by a padrt• due to t he recent order of 
the Gcrmau H igh Command. T he pri
sonors have had little chance to pJay 
gamts. but ha\'<: bctn gra.nll-d rx·rmis
sion fo r a regular Sunda y \\alk. In 
general this cnmp malces n good impres
s ion. 

Labour Oct:ichment No. 1401, Dleich
erodf', is i:i till reportrd to he a good work
ing camp. 133 British prisorfcrs work in 
a salt mine. T he air-m id shelter pro, 
vidtd a t tho mine for Ci\•il ian wo rkers is 
also availahlc lo lhc prisonrrs, Thelc 

OFLAG VIIB 

A voup of officers 
at this camp which 
is still reported to 

be onrcr owded. 

Mc no bug, now. Thf' l ltn or Confidtnt.t 
from Uctachmeou No . 1◄ 16, Solb1Nh, 
and No. 101.S, Bixhotl'rrode, came 10 
Det.'lchmf'nt 140 1 for mh'n;t\~S wilh the 
vis1ling delt~'<l tc, and th<'1r dttachmtob 
arc reportttl to be good 

At No. r p 6, 65 Briti3h prisoners or 
n.ir work 111 a salt mine for nine hour, 
a c.Jay. with every Sunday frc-c. The 
~Jan or Confidence confirmc.'CI that this iJ: 
thf" btst a.ccommodattd ca.mp in the 
StaW.g a rea. The u7 prisoners a t No. 
JOI 5 a lM> work: in a sa.l t mine for nine 
hours J)C!t day; every SN:ond Sunday is 
frt·c. 'fhcrc were no strious complaio t.5, 

Det.tchment 7J7, Mc.ntuode.- The 138 
B ritish prisontrs or war are cmployl1.I in 
a ~ It mine near t he C.."lmp. Some men 
\\Ork underground and others on the 

1 urfac1:. There is no o\'ercron·diug in t he 
barrack• and the interior •rrnngt ment.< 
nrc satisfactory. Some or the s leeping 
rooms a rc s lightly infesttd with bugs, 
!Jut arrangements !or ~a.ssing the room~ 
a rc being made. Facilities for cooking 
private parcel'i are most primitive. 
Clothing 11 in order. Mtd,cal attenlion is 
given by a civilian doctor. Intachment 
199. Spring~n, \\a-S cxpcctc<l to he mO\'cd 
~horlly. T ho conditions -at Springrn 
\\rrc satisfactory. Detachmrnt No. 106, 
Dornoff, where 58 Drit i,h prisom•n or 
war a.re employed in a potash mine . is 
abo a good Oetachmenl. Some clothing 
had a rri\·t:d reccoUy, a nd tlus matter is 
now bt tt•r except for a lack of small
size !!hoes. The potato ra tion hild bctn 
incrtastd. 

Detachment No. 1019, Cr.aja.-The 
\\Ork in the .,11t m ine at t his Detach .. 
nwnt is considered da ngerous, and tho 
dc·legatc insisted that the 90 prisoners 
should be moved 

(l'mted September. 19.14 .) 

STALAG 3'7, OERBK6. nr. 
FALLINGBOST6L 

Thi! camp wa.s transf<'rrcd from North
ras tern Germany at lhc IH"gi uning or 
August , 1944 . fl is situated m a country 
area a bout 2 km. from the "cry 1mall 

t<1\\ n o f OrrlJke. The c:unp 1s co mpostJ 
o f "IX compounds. t~ pn~nr rs J l("ing 
al,lc to mo\ e frN-lr htnn o ne to anothe r. 
The Cf'ntre compound (E). which 1s , rry 
l..1rit· , has plt·nty or sparr s p:icc \,hich 
can (,t u5«l ,_, ,ports tu Id, Abo to 
this compound af!' ~\'cral hu1ldinp fo r 
g<·n('ral U5(', ,uch as four brick b-:arraclu 
imtalled ·~ k1tchtm,. :ilX woodrn b-ir
racb U',(-(1 as orfi«s for the Men of Con 4 

fidencc ; cha pd. libn.rie-s, tchoolroomt, 
"ork\ho1,c, and two Lirgt" laundntt. 

Compouu<l " R " hu 16 wooden oor
racks. Each of th..., b&tr.1cks compo'«"S 
one L·uge room. 72 prisoncn sleeping iu 
e;ich on douhlr--tier ~,. and ha.\'e h, o 
blanktu each. 

Compounds " A, " "B" nnd "C" 
each h::w c !>tx large Lrick b;irracks. which 
are d ividttl mto eight large room.s, tach 
one accommodating 72 pri.9oners \\ 1th 
the same 5Jc:cptog arrangements as for 
Compound .. I< " 

Compound " A" is 11ot }'Cl occupitd , 
as tilt harrack"i a re s till undt·rgoing re
pair. \\'!1cn it i.J ready ro r uc,e t he Camp 
Commandant hopes to lx· able to reduce 
the number of pn~nc-n in each room to 
6o, \\hich ,\ill alle,·1atc the• ovrrcrowcling 
winch a t p r('S('nt r-.:i\15 

Compound " D " is nlso unoccupil'd, 
but it is intended to uso one or the two 
large brick i.)arracks a.., a l h<'atre an<l 
some schoolroorn., and library , and the 
otber il.5 a. church n.ud some s tore rooms. 
The prisont'rs \\ ill Ix· ahll' to help in tho 
work of rt·pa.iring th t:SC barracks. 

Air. raid trt:nches arc LH:ing prepan-tl. 
I.Jut as the camp is si tuated in ll ru,al 
dis trict it b &."lid to he relatiHly lk!fc.-

On lht day of the vbit thf'1e "r1c 
6 ,.5 12 prisoners in the c.imp, or whom 
3, 162 are H .A. F. N.C.0.1, ,, ho are not 
sc8rcgatl'd from the Anny pt:rsonnd. 
This total also inclu<lt·s 61.5 Canad1J.11s. 
349 Aus tralians, 223 Nrw 7.talandtf'\, 
and ,115 South African.,, Tht1e. \H ,c 
o nly t hn.:e Urit i,h prisoncn of ,,arm the 
camp ho.!>p1t..al 

Daylight is insu fficirn l in 1110n o f the 
brick l,3rracks. It is intruJ,.J tf"I U "-
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large lh • · · · e existing "indows and to open 
n~w onc.-s in the two en<l rooms. There 
will be no elect ric lighting at all in the 
camp until the work of installing the fit
tings throughout the camp is fmished. 
Each room has two ston ,s , except for 
Compound " R ," where the stoves are 
ready for installation. 

Washing and toilet facilities are ade
quate ; in Compound " R " there is a 
large wash-house with 150 cold water 
taps, and hot water in large boilers e\·ery 
day. 

Compound " C" has wash-rooms a t 
the end of each barrack. Compounds 
"A" a nd " B ", when completed, will 
have- the same arrangements ; in the 
mean time the prisoners from these com
pounds can use one of the large laundries 
in Compound " E. " Each man' is able 
to ha,·e a hot shower about once in ten 
days. 

The prisoners cook their own food . 
They recei\·e t he same .German -rations_ 
as <!;11 other Btitish prisoners of war. 
There was no complaint about t he 
9ualit~: of the food. The-Chief difficult:i; 
1s the lack of fuel for the boilers. There 
_is no canteen at ·present in the camp, 
but the camp authorities promised to 
open one as soon as Compound " D " is 
completed. H m,·ever, there is very little 
for sale . • 

At the time of visit there was no s tock 
o f Red Cross food parcels, owing t o the 
large inc rease- in personnel. Nor was 
there a ny stock of c\othing, a11d some 
prisoners were without greatcoats. 

There are three chaplains in the camp, 
one Church of Scotland, one Church 
<\rmy, and one · Methodist . Arrange
ments are being made for Roma n Catho
lic and Church of England clergymen to 
visit the camp. 

So far little has been done in the camp 
with regard to recreational facilities. The 
prisoners will be allowed to start-on· the 
work of completing Compound "D" so 
that they may have a thea tre , library, 
school, etc. There is plenty of room for 
exercise within t he Compounds, including 
football and cricket, for whicb 
the prisoners have the neces
sary sports gear. The general 
stat e of health in this camp 
can be considered as good . 

STALAG XIB, FALLING-
BOSTEL 

Of the 56 British prisoners 
o f war in.the main camp, four 
a re N.C.O.'s and remainder 
other ranks. I ,98r British 
prisoners of wa r a re in 10 
work detachments based on 
the main camp. 

J\ Church of England padre arrived 
<l uruig June a nd is able lo visit the work
ing detachments. The camp leader Is 
a lso able to go a nd , ·isit the m en 
s tatione<l away from the · main camp 
whe11e,·er he_wants to. 

The conditions in the camp hospital 
a nd infirmary are very good. On the 
day of the visit there were 22 patients 
in the hospital and three in t'he infirm
ary. The German authorities agreed to 
the transfer of four t ubercular patrent5 
to the sanatorium at Elsterhorst as-fiOOn 
as transport " ·as available. 

No,. 7004, Barum (Labour Detach
ment dependent on Stalag XIB) was 

STALAG IVC 
Repea te<l repre:;enta tions have been 

made through the P rotecting Power con
cerning British prisoners o f war iu Sta.lag 
IVC, who a re said to be working 12 

hours a day, seven days a week , with 
one Sunday off a month. Si r J ames 
Grigg said in answer to a questio n in the 
H ouse of Commons on January 16th that 
so far no satisfaction had been receh·ed, 
but that represen tations would be con
tinued to be made as long as there is the 
slightest hope of achie, ·ing results. 

CIVILIAN INTERNMENT 
CAMPS -visited for the fi.rst time since it was 

opened in December, 1943. 179 prisoners ILAG WURZAOI 
o f_ wa r a re engaged in laying a private Since the date of the last report on this 
railway line and live in two barracks family ca mp (see issue for May. page 6) 
situated in open country. There a re nine there have been some improvements, but 
.rooms,- each accommodating 20 men . A the camp cannot yet be considered as 
t hird barrack is used for washing entirely satisfactory. It is crowded ; 
purposes. # there a re still vermin, and there is little 

Interior a rra ngements are , ·ery sa tis- free spac;e within the camp perimeter , 
fac tory. There is plenty of space, and although walks can be taken in the 
the heating, lighting and ventilation a re monastery garden ""e.rv day and the 
good . Each man has fwo Gem1an sports gro und is available once a week. 
bla nkets. A stove is available for cook- Kitchen equipment is very modern and 
ing Red Cross and private parcels. the internees can p repare their own food 
Washing facilities are adequate. Cold from the oflicia l rations and from the 
sho\\'ers dailv and one hot show1:r contents o f R ed Cross food parcels. 
weekly . · The prisoners do their owh I\Vhite ·bread and milk are provided for 
la undry. , H ealth is at a high standard the sick and for the children. Ea ch in-
and there is a good supply of mediGa- ternee can have one hot shower a week. 
men ts in the small six-bed _infirmary . Medical a ttention is satisfac.tory , and the 
· E\·ery Sunday afternoon the prisoners state. of health is good. · 
are allowed to .swim- or play. football. The camp library contains several 
There is- a supply of indoor games a nd thousand books and the internees have 
musical instruments in the camp. Beer some musjcal instruments and indoor 
is deli\'ered , but -0ther canteen stocks . games . They have formed an orchestra 
are practically · n 9n-existent. l\Iail is-- and a theatricaJ company.· The children 
rather slow at present: · ..,. receive ipstructi_on from pro(essional 

(Vi~ited August, 19-14 .) _ _ :,__~ oo~sters ·and· the' kindergarten is 
. - . ·well equtp()Cd. ' 

Reports from other detachments de- ~be situa tion as regards !lothing is 
pendent upon Stalag X!B, Nos. 7002-3 satisfactory, but there is a Jack of repair 
a~d 7004-7, appeared m last month's materia l. 
issue. Last visited by the Pro tecting PO\~er 

on the 1st J une, 19-14, and 
by the International Red 
Cross on the -7th September. 

ILAG LIEBENAU 

There was an adequate 
supply ol Red Cross parcels 
in the camp and labour de
tachments at the trme of the 
visit. A new snipment of 
clothing had a rrived and the 
position had consequently 
improved. · Boot repair 
matP.ria l is still short. 

The funeral with full military honours of a prisoner of war 
from working detachment 855 attached to Stalag IVA 

who died in hospital last year. ' 

Since the . date of the last 
report on this civilian intern
ment camp (see issue for May, 
1944, page 6} there have been 
no great changes. Materially, 
the camp makes a good im
pression, the convent and 
adjoining buildings being of 
modern construction, while 
the garden and courtyard are 
well looked after. It has, 
however, been necessary 
recen~y to take steps against 
vermm. Each internee can 
have a hot bath or shower 
every ~ eek. 

(Co11ti11ued 0 11 page 15. ) 

JI 
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St;~CESSES 'l".M.C.A. SPORTS l\lEDAL 
Won ' by District Man of Confidence rJ ' RI:--G ·r9H the number of examina

tion entries more than doubled that 
/ ?f t(1c prev_ious year. · Over 6,000 exam

rnat1on scnpts h11.ve now been recei\·ed , 
and over 3 ,000 results were announced 
last-year. The proportion· of tota 1 passes 
fc,r the year was 78.5 per cent., a figure 
rcJlecting great credit on instructors and 
candidates. 

Information has been ~eceiHd from the 
Institute of Book-keepers that one of 
their examination candidates, who was 
awarded a prize in the summer examina
tions, lias written t o them s.\)·ing that 
the certificates he gained h'.1ve been 
instrumental in obtaining for him a good 
position .since his repatriation to Aus-
tralia. . ' 

THE Y.1\1.C.A. s
0

ports medal, which 
was descri,bed in the January issue 

of the journal, may be awarded to _any 
prisoner of war w~o has done ~pec1ally 
good work in the mterests of his fellow
men iii capti'"ity, as well as for out
standing sportsm~hip. It has recently 
been won by a district man of confid
ence at Stalag IVA for carrying out his 
duties in "a most efficient and whole
hearted manner during his term of 
office " .on the recommendation of the -
chief man of confidence as a token of 
esteem. 

\ 

.. 
In a recent pass list issued by the 

Royal · Society of -Arts, there were 29 
first classes ' out of 147 entries. Two of 
those· who gained first -classes also 
obtained distinction in the oral test in 
French . · r. 

. . . 
A Rover crew has been started in 

Stalag 383. Some of its members have 
sent home studies for Part I of the 
1943;44 Scout \lloodbadge Papers , and 
they ha~·e been forwarded to the Scout 
headquarters in London. 

• • • 
A pass list for 

J ulv to December, 
1944, is in p~epar
at.ion and mll be 
available s o o n. 
Applica tion:should 
be sent with 3d. in 
stamps to the 
Educational Books 
Section at the New 
Bodleian , Oxford. 

The Theological 
Society at Oflag 
79. This photo-'i 
graph was taken 
during the sum
mer of last ·year. ' 

. ., 

His Tasks 
The tasks of a district man of con

fidence in looking after the interests of 
the detachments in his area are e..ucting 
a nd varied . He is responsible for the 
distribution of Red Cross parcels, cigar
ettes, clothing and boots. Y.l\1 .C.A. 
sports equipment and games. . 

He also sees that boots are repaued 
and clothing renewed when necessary, 
organises inter-detachment sports and 
foot-ball matclJes. and ch;anges books and 
gramophone records to ensure !hat there 
is a steady flo~ of new material . _ 

Infinite patience and understanding 
are · required in answering the numerous 
questions put to him by ~he men ; and 
his settlement of any httle troubles 
which. may...a.r~ must be just. 

T HOSE who 
• have been for

tunate enough 
to be repatriat ed do 
not forget their com
panions they hav~ left 
behind in the camps, 
and from many of 
them have come sums , 
to be devoted to 

-------------------------- . ---- ,-- - . - ---- ------ -- ,,. - - : 

How They .t?lp ! 
p ercymain -Sc b oo 1, 
Cullercoats. 

I 

In addition to those mentioned b-elow, we wish to thank the many : 
kind readers whose help to the" funds this month me cannot find I 

llrs. B,rinkworth, oi 
Forest Gate. ·bas been 
busy stitching gloves 
for sale among her 
friends, and slippers 
made by • Mrs. Fn· 
ha,·e been purchased 
by people in . And

, room to record here individually l 
I I 
J --------------- - ------ - ---------------------------- ----------------- - - - - ----

those who -are still prisoners of war. 
Among them, Pte. F. Harfiey, of 
-Hastings, who was released from Swit
zerland, sends a contribution in appreci
a tion of what the Red Cross was able to 
do for him a nd " to help my fellow
prisoners who are having a bad time in 
Germany." Men who are still in the 
camps fiequently ask their relatives to 
forward donations for them to the Red 
Cross, and Mrs. Burton, of Stafford, is 
one of the next of kin who has forwarded 
£5 from her husband. 

At the present time money from many 
of the past year's efforts is arriving. 
Mrs. McKinder forwards £55 flam Hull, 
her third annual contribution , achieved 
by pickling onions, selling garden produce 
a nd fancy articles. " lt has been ha rd 
work , but I . have Toved it ." Mrs. 
McKinder :issures us, and she is already 
planning a nother y.ear's work . Mrs. 
Crowson, who lives in Lincoln , saves six
pence for every issue of " The Prisoner 

of War " whicl:l she receives, and among 
a host of regular supporters are Mrs. 
Huxford, of Woodbridge, and Mrs. 
Galloway, of Maida Vale, who send con
tributions every month. 

Christmas sales of work . find eager 
customers and once again we are in
debted to those who have so successfully 
planned them to help .the Red Cross. 
From a sale of home-made gifts and toys 
organised by Mrs. Francis (who had pre
viously raised £69 by her own efforts) 
and three helpers at Wrexham has come 
£168. The 4th Whitby (County School) 

· Guides have sent a cheque for £20, the 
r esult of a Christmas sale and entertain
ment which they arranged, while the 
Rayleigh Methodist Youth Club raised 
£6o, also from a sale a nd concert, 
their fourth .effort of this kind . A money 
order for £4 15s. has been sent by the 
pupils of Tynyrheol Council School, near 
Bridgend , as a special Christmas greeting 
and a Christmas gift of £10 came from 

over to the value of £10. £1 fu. 
has been sent by l\Irs. O 'Keill. of _Pres
ton, for her daughter, Pat. wh0-.se uncle 
is a prisoner of " :ar. and has sold some of 
her precious story books to collect this 
money. 

& 

P.o.W.s Gifts for Children 
Members of the Lotbians and Border 

Yeomanry who are in Stalag 357 have 
sent home £zoo, asking that it should 
be spent to provide presents at Christ
mas-time for the children of their less 
fo_rtunate comrades who have fallen in 
action. 

£ 50 has a lso beeri received by the Wel
fare F und of this regiment from men at 
Stalag 383, who made the same generous 
gesture of remembrance and loyalty to 
tb~ir comrades. As the money reached 
this country too late for Christmas, it 
will be used to send the children toys 
and savings certificates for Easter. 
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Red Cross Exhibition C.oach 

OVER 23,000 people in five La ncashire 
towns have now visited the Red 

Cross mobile Exhibition Coach, which 
cont inul's its 4,000-mile railway tour of 
England. The Exhibition is contained 
in a bomb-damaged dining car which has 
been repaired , equipped with show-cases 
and lent to the Red Cross and St. J ohn 
Penny-a-Week Fund by the L .M.S. 

R ed Cross activities displayed include 
services to prisoners of war of food par
cels, coin forts and training schemes; and 
work for the wounded-shows their trans
port to hospital. comforts, medical and 
surgical stores, .and some of the recon
struction done during convalescence . 

The coach will be on view at the 
stations of at least Go towns, -and this 
month 's programme is as follows: -
February. 
1st, znd , Bradford (Forster Square). 
3rd, 4th, 5th , 6th, 7th, Leeds City 

(South). 
8th, 9th, 10th, DarJjngton. 
12th, 13th, qth, Newcastle-on-Tyne 

(Central). 
16th, 17th, Sunderland. , 
19th, 20th, West Hartlepool. 
:21st, 22nd, Middlesbrough. 
:23rd, 24th, 26th, York. 
27th, 28th, March 1st.- Hull (P aragon) .. 

CAMP REPORTS 
(Continued from page 12J 

KNIT THIS 

Cosy 
Cap 

M
. ' ATERIALS.-2 oz. 

3-ply. Two No. 5 
Knitting Needles. 

TENSION.-4½st, to 
the inch in width (not 
stretched) must be ob
tained. If, using the needles 
rec;ommeflded, more . than 
4½ st. to the inch are ob
tained, needles a ~ze 
coarser should be tried ; if 
less than 4¼ st., then a ) ize 
finer. Whatever the size 
of needles found suitable 
by the Knitter, it is ab
solutely essential that 
the fabric should mea-
sure 4½ st. to the inch. 

TO MAKE.-Cast on 90 st. 
I st Row.-K. 2, • P. I , K. I, repeat from * 

to the end . . ~f the row. Repeat this row 
sixteen times. 

..18th Row.-Knit plain. · 
19_th Row.-K. I, purl to the last st., K. I. 

Repeat the 19th and 20th rows for four 
inches. Shape for· the crown as follows :-

1st Row.-• K. 16, K. 2 tog., repea't from 
• to the end of the row. 

2nd and alternate rows.-K. I. purl to 
t~e last st., K. I. 

. 3rd. Row.-• K. rs, K 2 tog., repeat 
from • to the end of the row. 

Food is still excellent and there is a 
good supply of Red Cross food parcels. 
Medical treatment is satisfactory and the 
general state of healt h is remarkably 
good. The supply of clothing, however, 
especialJy shoes, is proving something o~ 
a difficulty. . .;. 5th Row.-• K. 14, K. 2 tog., repeat 

· from • to the end of the row. 
' 7th Row.-• K. 13, K. 2 tog., repeat fro·m 
• to the end of the row. 

By co11rtesy of Patons & Baidu-in, 

Continue decreasing in this manner in 
every alternate row until 40 st. remain. 

Proceed as follows :- . 
' 1st Row.-K. 2 tog., • P. 6, P. 2 tog., 

repeat from • to last 6 st., I?. 5, K. I. 
2nd Row.-• K. 5, K. 2 tog., repeat from 

• to end of row. . - . 
3rd Row.-K. 2 tog., • P. 4; P. 2 tog., 

repeat from • to last 4 st.., P. 3, K. I. 
4th Row.- • K. 3, K. l tog., repeat from 

• to end of row. 
· 5th Row.-K: 2 tog., • P. 2, P. 2 tog., 

repeat from • to last 2 st., P. I, K. I. 
Break off the wool, run the end through 

the remaining st., draw up and fasten off 
securely. W ith a damp cloth aod- hot iron 
press carefully. Sew up the seam. Tum 
back the brim. 

Hec·reational and educational facilitjes 
are as good as ever, a lthough it was re
ported in J une that the camp theatre had 
been closed for three months. The Ger
man authorities promised, however, to 
take the necessary steps to ena ble the 
internees to give performances again. A Prisoners Poetry 

Last visited by the Protecting Power 
0 11 the wd June, 1944, a11d by the Inter-
11atio11al R ed Cross on the 7th September. 

ILAG KREUZBERG 
Since the date of the last report on 

this camp (see issue for July, 1944, 
page 6) there ha \·e been no outstanding 
changes. There are approximately 370 
internees in the- camp, some of whqm 
are volunteers working in four different 
working detachments. 

Every internee enjoys a weekly bath. 
Arrangements for private cooking a re 
satisfactory, and there is a stock of Red 
Cross food parcels. There was , however, 
a complaint that too many dried vege
tables \\'ere being received. . 

The state of health of the inlernees 
is generally satisfactory. Recreational 
and exercise facilities are stilJ excellent. 

Last visited by the Protecting Power 
0 11 July 2~tl1, 1944-. 

SGT'. R. P. L. MOGG, a journalist by 
profession, who was shot down over , 

Germany and taken prisoner early in the 
war, vividly expresses his experiences of 
flying . with the R.A.F. in six moving 
poem~ written durjng captivity. 

A fellow prisoner of war, Sgt . J. ' W. 
Lambert, has contributed striking pic
tures to illustrate the poems which he 
has lettered beautifully in Gothic style . 

The collection, under the title 'of the 
first poem, f or This Alone: published by 
Basil Blackwell (8s . 6d.), is printed in 
facsimile ]°trst as it was received from the 
prisoner of v.•ar camp. It includes verses 
on the vi&i} oCairrnen's wives and a flight 
of bom~ed;,,. ·\yhkh reveal a sensitive 
iqiagination, -. and the "Requiem · fo.c 
Dead Airmen" with which the book ends 
is remarkal;>le for its simplicity. 

An introduction by Edward Alderton 
reminds those who might accuse the 

a uthor of being morbid that the dhi d
ing line between operational flying and 
death is of- a. very nebulous character. 

For This Alo11e is au unusual book 
which demonstrates once again the 
patience and creativeness with which 
prisoners of war- master their circum
stances. 

FREE TO NEXT OF KIN 
THIS journal is sent free of 

charge to those registered 
with the Prisoners of War Dept. 
as next of kin. In view of the 
paper shortage no copies are for 
sale, and it is hoped that next of 

~kin will share their copy with 
relatives and others interested. 

• 
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This Careful('v 

XEXT-ftF--KIX J•ARCEl.S . 
o f obtai,d°ni; t xtra labou r , t h•· d<:spatc he<; fr"m the Packmg 
C<:n t r<:s at I-insb ury Ci rc us a nd Glasgow ;J re about on e 
mon t h in a rrea rs . W JTH reference to th, · in~tr uct ions on p . 1(, o f th r, 

Prisoner of War for December, p lc:isr· 110 tc tha t the 
at lowa ncc of 2 0 extra coupons (and c·x tra chocolate 

a nd soap) made to compe nsate fo r 1944 issues missed 
owing to t he susprnsion of rlesp a tc h es, can b<.: made only 
up to the end o f F e bru;;iry a n d on'· 1 nc:' t o f k 11_1 who 
still hold a 194 -4 / 3 label (or c;i ) 44 issu e) w ith 20 
coupons. 

Nex t of kin who qua lify, a nd a p ply for , t h e extra co upons 
for use with a la bel a lrea dy in their p ossession . a rc par
ticularly 1eq11csted not to despatch a parcel with this lab el 
before they" receive the extra coupons, because these must 
be accounte<l for at the same time as the issue a lready"held . 

If a parcel is .sent in without the extra coupons be ing 
accounted for a t t he sam e ti me, t hey w ill h a \'e t o I?' 
sent bac k to the P acking Ct:ntre for clearance, be fore art, 
subsequent label can b e issued . 

The extra a llowances cannot, in any ci rcumstances , b e 
made with a 1944 / 4 o r a ny 1945 labe l. 

Applications should s ta te c learly whethe r th e next of kin 
ho lds a n issue of label a nd coupons, a n d if so, it s n u mber. 

JMPORTANT.-Please not e that no applications for 
,.111 extra allowan ce o f coupons to be u sed with a 19 44 la be l 
will be considered a fte r F ebruary 28th , 19 45 . A pplica
t io ns r ecc:i,·cci a fter that date will not b e a nswered . 

DESPATCHES FROM FINSBURY CIRCUS AND GLASGOW 

I n co11scqucnc<? o ( the v ery great number of p a rcels 
rccei,·ed since t he beginning of D ecember and th e d iffic ulty 

The 1~sur: o f labels a n d coupons is also consenue ntly 

d c layep . . _ 
All p ossi ble ,;teps a re l:,(••11c, take n t r c--.: J '- - w e! d,_.fi-

c ultics, and next o f kin a rc asked to help by n o t ma_ki. . .., 
enquiries about the d espatch of the i_r parcel a nd the issue 
of t h ei r n ext label a nd coupons until at least two .no nths 
h a ve e lapsed since they posted t he ir parcel. 

FOUR REMINDERS 
H e rc a rc four re minde rs from Finsbury Circus P ackin;:; 

Centre wh ic h , if follo wed , wil l h e lp R ed Cross wo rke rs t o 
d eal wi t h y o u: parcels with the least possible: d elay:-

1 . Whe n pack ing you r parcel, p lease be careful to se e 
tha t it is not ove rwe ig h t. If it is, ,;;o m <: impo rtant 
article mav have t o be re tumed t o you . 

2. \ Vheu o rd ering chncolate and soap it mus t be r c m e rn
bered that t h e fina l w e ight of the parcel a ft•: r the 
a ddition of 'these articles m ust not be more than ro lb. 
:\Io ney for choco la t e o r soap, also in,·oices, coupons 
a nd acknowl edgment card must b e sen t inside the 

,,parcel- n o t · by separate l~ttc r l?ost._ 
3 . All a rticks intended for m clu;.1o n 111 a parcel sho uld 

~ c sent in roge the r ; it is e xct-ed ingly difficult to link 
u p a rticles sent in a t diffe rent times. 

4 . All three copies of the invo ice which acco mpany t-ach 
parcel to the P acking Centre shcruld be clearly written 
so tha t they can b e c h ecked quickly. 

STAFF WANTED country. These a"rraugemen ts operate CHANGE OF A DDR ESS 
If you are e x p.:cti ng your pri.."<ln< r 

home in the forthcoming repatria tion <lo 
not fo rget to no tif~- the approp n a te Sec
vice Department o r Re<:o rd Office an..! 
the local. R ed Cress P .O . \\· . reprex m a 
ti\'C: 0f any change of address. 

T H E Prisoner~ of \\'ar Depa~tmcnt, 
St. J a mes s Palace, S .\\ . 1 , 1s 

urg.-ntly in need of staff , i.e. ,' corre
spoudence, filing and indexing clerks ; 
shorthand and copy t y pists (women 
only) . f \ ,JJ time or part t ime (30 hours 
wec~ly). 

Offers of assistance, volu ntary or 
sa la ried , would be m uch appreciat ed, 
a nd should be addressed to: -

The Personnel Officer , Prisoners of 
Wa r Department, B .H .C.S . a nd St. 
J ohn , St. James's P a lace, S. W .r. 

I-lours of interview : 10.30 a .m. t o 
12 p .m . or 2 p .n1. to 4 p .m ., with the 
exception of Saturday a fternoons. 

Money from P.o.\V.,, 
As many enquiries about remit

tances from prisoners are still being 
addressed to St. James's Palace , we 
reprint this notice. 
Arrangements ha ve been made with 

the German Go,·ernment which enables 
a prisoner o f war to transfer any pa rt of 
his credit balance in Germa ny to this· 

as from ,No,·e:mber 1s t , 1943. 
Noti fica tion.,; of the prisoners' " ·ishes 

a re recei,·ed by the Government on lists 
transm itted through Switzerla nd, a nd 

relath·es will understa nd t ha t these 
lists t ake longer to reach th is cou ntry 
than letters from ind i\'id ua l prisoners 
info_rming them of the impending 
remitta nces. 

Enquiries should not be addressed to 
the Red Cross , which is not concerned 
in such payments. Relatives will hear 
in due course from the Paymas ter or 
bank concerned. 

--YOUR ENQUIRIES 

The Prisoners of War Depa11t
ment at St. James 's Palace is 
very busy and very short of 
staff. 

To enable essential .e nq l_li ries 
to be answered wit f:r as li ttle 
delay as possible,'· ~ ill f o u 
please make y~ur le tter;· as 
SHORT and CLEAR' ,s y_o u can. 

P.o.\Y. Exhibition Catalooue, e -
A few copies of the catalogue of the 

Prisoners of \ \ 'ar Exhibition h e!,! in•Loo
doo last year are ~till a vailab le (price 
Gd_. . or 7d . mclud LOg postage) . 

fhose who wish ro o rder a cata lo gue 
--a.s a r ecord of their Ullnrp..:c ; n"'?~ c £ ~ c 
exhibition 3h ould app1,· t o · -

:'s i r. _T omli ns , _ R "".-1 Cross aod St J ohn 
\ \·a r Orgamsanon, Pub licity Depan
me n t, 2-1 , Carlron H o use T err.i.c,· 
London, S .\\'. 1 

COUNTY REPRESE~T_-\ Tl\"ES 
P lea;e n o te the following c hange of 

address : -
EssEx : :'sirs. H anbur,;, T he Central 

L ibrary, Duke Stret t , Chelms:ord. 
HA~!PSHIRE : T he p .o . w . representa

t ive is : 
:'-! rs . T . Do<ld, Old L ib ra ry H ouse 

Dean Park Road , B ournemo uth . ' 
Pr inted i n G reat Britai n fo r t he P 11 bli11hc rs. Tiu: Hco c noes AND °tiT J \V 

'J'Jl t: C )ll !I. WA LL P 1tt:e ,; LTD P a ris . G O~I~ s·"t IOnoANl&.,TlOS, 14 . G r<-!vt>-nor Cr€'!,c;.·cnt. London, S~\ ·., b ) 
.. a r en , t a m onJ Street . W11Jo n, S 'F: 1. 
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