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The informzticn contained in this report is te be treatsd as
MOST SECRET.

ACCOUNT OF ESCALFE OF
762808 sSgte. BAKALARSKI, Piotr; 300 (Polish) Sqn., Bowber Command, R...F,

Captured; North of ELBE Estusry 27 Jul 42. Escaped: JAWCRZNO (POL:ND), 10 Jul 42
Teft. GIERAITAR s 10 Nov 43, srrived; WHITCHURCH, 11 Nov 43,

Date of yirth; 18 spr 13. Peacetimc Profession: Polish Lir Pors
Length of Service: Polish Air Force

since 1936, R,Ai.F.

since 1940,
C.T.U,: ¥o. 18 0.7.U, (BRAMCOTE).
Post in crew; Pilot.

private sddress; 15 Granby svenuc,
BLACKEOCL,.

Other members of crew:=—

®/0 FALINSKI (I‘avi&utor) {wounded end P/W).

P/C BOGUSZEWEKI (air gunmer) (killed

Sgt. KOBIEL. (wireless operator) (vamcxed and B/W).
Sgt. OLSZEWSKI (bomb aimer) (weunded and F/W).

1942 I was pilot of a Wellington aireraft ::."‘._n tock off from an serodrome
near HERMSWELL on 27 Jul 42 sbeut 2100 hrs, to boch HAMBURG. {n the
roturn £light en ME 110 attacked us three times, wounding 211 the crew
except wysclf in the first attack and rendering oy instruments un-

-

serviceable. 48 e result of bad petrcl leckages, it was cbviously

27 Jul. impessible for me to reach BMGLND. I tricd to hcad for SUEDEN, 7
Forced descent had to make a farced doscent on the buch soncwherc North of the 1B

alled

North of EIBE Bstuary, in a district which the Geriemns called WESTLIND. We came dowm
Estuary. about 0200 or 0300 hrs, (27 Jul)e

We came down VCry Dgar a Gormanl f.... poSt, and within £
about 12 scldiers under an officer arrived, bringing medical ¢
BOGUSZEWSKT died as he was being teken out of the aircrefT. .,\- cermans
geve first-azid to the cther thrcc woundecd meubers of the crew, and while
they were doing so I mensged to press the switch of the I,7,F,
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DULLC LUFT
(PRANKPURT )

Interrogation

st DUL:G LUPT.

7 Auge.
STALAC VIIIB
(LAMSDORP),

7 Sepe
Escape from

-2 -

I was then scparated from tlwe rpst of the orew, whom 1 did not
880 ngnin, I was takon to the Gormap gusrdroon, where the anly question
asked o wns whether I had bocp shot down by o Pighter. In the uorming
I wes tokon by cer tc o fortress, fron which J wus despetched a few hours
lator with o Poldwebel as cscart to DULAC LUFT (PRANKFURT). We
travelled via HAMBURG.

2. DULLC LUFT:

On arrivsl in DUTAG LUFT I was put into o room by mysclf and kept
thore for four ond o helf days, During this timw Gersan officers visitod
me with the "Red Cross" farm, I filled in only my nama, nwiber, date
of birth, and rank, snd oresacd out the other quostions such as numbor
of Squadron, nuoo of SquudroneLeader, ond name of Wing-Oomwnder. The
officers said thoy were "only trying to help mo®, They told we the
nuwibers of pust and present Polish Squadrons, and asked the names of
pecple in the Squadron who wero not then flying and questions sbout the
type of borbs we hod boon carrying, I #aid I did not know, os I had
boen anly two days with the Squadron; whoreupon they asked how it oamo
about thet I was a first pilots I said I had hed provious flying
expericnce clsewhare,

Therc were no other interrogators cxcopt the officers who brought
the "Red Cross” form. Thoy knew from thoe warkings of the airoraft that
I belouged to 300 Squ. and that I wes thorefare e Pole, but they did not
use aay threats of discrimination because of uwy nationality o= aak about
wy relatives in poland. I said I had beon born in QANADA, but had
been living in POLAND up to the war, giving them a false address in
VARSIV

Lf%er four and a half days in solitary confinoment I was put inte
the main camp. 4fter two days there I was gont to STLLAG VIII B
(LAMSDORF), arriving about 7 Aug.

3.  2ttompted Escape fron LAMSDORF:

On 7 Scp I escaped fron LAMSDORF with Sgt. Koonesh HYDE (12,
R.C.4.F, (& navigatar),. Ve wore tcrbers of e party »f sbout nine.
soldier cut through the wire at dusk, when there was o atom blowing up,
while the rost of us kept wotchs [,fter leaving tho ocamp the canadian
and T wont elonc, heading towards FOLIND. T wore a civilian Jeckut and
hat which I had got from a Pole in the camp hospital who wau awniting
repatristicn to FOLND. 1 had ordinary R.A.F, trowscrs. The Ounadian

- had railwayman's wiforn made in the cemp by dyeing o foreign wd litary

Reoaptured
near GOGOLIN,

sont back
to LAMSDORP,

11 Nov,

uniform. We also carrded Red (Oross food.

We walked for threc days ond two nights, nocatly through woods till
we roached the river (DER noar KRAPPITZ, not far frem the Pulish frontior,
After crossing the river we wade the mistake of walking too sarly in the
evening, and were scen going into o wood (probably noar GOGOLIN ) which
happoned to be a prohibited arca. Ve wore sent to a British working
party at GOGOLIN, and shut up in the groom's room nt a stable, I found
@ pair of clippers in tho roon and forced the hook which seowred the
foor. The Canadian was shaving at the time, so 1 went out olma 1
climbed cn to the roof eand droppod into g courtyard on the othey side of
the stable, I bogan to run towards the railway $o hidv in o plle of
wood, but T was scen by tho Fritish pAy who otopped wark to watoh e,
The Germuns noticed this, ond T was stopped and raoaptured, [ was sent
back to LAMEDORP, where the Staff-off isice gave mo two weoks' oulls,

4+  MRoprisals" at LAMEDORF,

“Reprisals® at n 11 Nov L2 "reprissls® Dagan ot LAMIDOIP. For the Ciret threo

LAMEDORP,

1943
Mers Ul
chained,=

nonths T was tled up with string, which in Jon 4% wes vhangud o atiainge

Prom 19 Nov €111 about 15 Doo we hed no dndividunl $iod Nrose 1esues. In
Mor L3 T wvan woang the old P/W who wurs unchainud and trensforred o
snother cumpound,

9% Attagpted Escapc from JAVORTNO,

In tids compound 1 found o clispos of chenging ldentitics with

&




Exchange of
identitics,

T.RNOWITZ

JALWORZNO

10 Jun,
Escape from
Viork Canp.

SZCZLECVA.

recapturcd.

JAWORZNQ,

10 Jul.
Escape from
Leopoldsgrube
JaWORZNQ.

JANOW
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Horits LEDER. a Prlestinien Private in the ,,).P3C., I hed some
difficulty in teking his plnce, bocause photogruphs were scrutiniscd
corcfully, end I did not ot 2ll resenble LEDIR. I voluntecred, in oy
new role as a Private, to go out on 2 vworking party, and wos sent to
TARNOVITZ (EIOPE LIR, 1:250,000, Sheet 34/L). (n this working party
we werce very strictly guarded and there was no opportunity of escaping,
I then asked to be allowed to work in a coal mine, and was sont to the
Dachsgrube in J./ORZNO, whore I worked with another polish airman, Sgt.
Witold RAGINIS (S/P.G.(Poland)1589)..

4% the mine T got in touch with Polish civilians who were warking
in the minc, They werc members of an arpganisation. I never spoke
twicce to the same man, ané always mct the next contact by aignels.

The orgenisation spreed te help us to cscapc and an appointment was
madec Lo wect onc of the members outside the camp., (This was =2
special carp some distance from the mine).

Before 2200 hrs. on 9 Jun 43 T cut the cemp wire, .t 0100 hrs.
on 10 Jun, when the night shift wes returning from work snd there was e
gocd deal of noverent in the camp, I got out through the gep in the
wircs Unfurtunately, thc place the polish civilian end I had chosen
as o rendezvous hac been selected that night by the Gestapc, who were
on the lock-cut fur polish patriots. /s the Pole and I met the Germans
opencd firc with machine guns, and the civilian wns killed, I threw
myself on the pround end lay until n poods troin camc slong con an
adjacent siding. Under cover of the noisc of the train I managed to
get Lo thc roilvey.  LAftoer felling threc or four tioes in oy atteupts
to board tie trein I _obu ‘nto the leet wagen ‘and travellced about 30
km. to §2CZi%0w. (Bhocs 34/k)s T then walked towards QLXUSZ.

I was recuptured Dy a Battalion of S.S8., who were elsc searching
for Polish patriotn. I was in civilian dothes, which I hed got at a
village on the wey, arl was taken for a civilizn - 2 pose which I kept
up in the hops of tein~ eent to GERMANY, whence I thought escape would
be easicr. Tru Geruens slapped me on the face, and T cventually produccd
oy Steleg identity disc to show I was a T/W. I was sent back to JATIORZNO,
where T waz sentoncel to two nonths in the cells,

6. Escapc {r J.ORZNO.

Whilc scrvin; ny scntcnce 1 was ablc to renow contact with the
Polish organisztion, On completion of my scntence, s8till retaining
the identity of LEDER, T went to werk in encother cozl mince in JiWORZNO
(the Leopoldsgrube)e  In this mine I was working on the night shift.
The shifts worc changed every fortnight, and on 10 Jul 43, ry last day
on night shift, I escaped from the minc.

The organisstion gave me a hat and arranged that I should meet two
men with bicycles outside the mine. When the doy shift was leaving tho
wine I came up in the cagc with four of the P/ who were going off work.
The cage norm=lly held only four, and the juard at the top apparently
did not recckon on the possibility of there boing an extra man in the
cage. The other I/ and I were wearing civilian clothes, issued to us
for work in the mine, of a type worn by civilison workers. The guerd
took out the four others without noticing me, and I walked behind
whistling polish tuncs and talking loudly in rolish to the cther polces,
The four p/w werc 1cd tc thc shower room, while I walked through the gate
with v mincr's lamp in ny hend just as though I were onc of the givilian
miners. .

T walked dovn the roac past the P/W camp to the spot where the two
men were aweiting mc with the bicycles, me of the men gave me his
bicycle and the other led me to his home at J/NOW, sbout 4 lm. from
JAVARZNQ, I was fowr ¢a;8 here, hiding most of the time in = cornfield.
For the next thrcc days T wes hidden in a hayloft in JELEN, another
village in the district. The Germans were scarching the distriet,
but the Polish organisetion had warning of the searches from Pelish
patriots in the police Torcc. Scven days after wy escape I was taken




CRACOW,

18 Aug.
Left cracov,

SARREBOURG

14 Sepe Left

e s e

back to JiuoRZNO and wae hidden for three days in the HUTs district
of tho town,

T wos thon scut vo SzZCZAKOWL (22 Jul)s I wes given s reilwayman's
miforn and was put on the engine of g goods train bound for CRICOW. 1
travelled only as far as RUDAWA, & fow miles East of KRZESZOVIC. (Bhoet
34/4) wihere T was sheltered for four days. On wy first night in
BUDLW, tho Gestapo surrcunced that village and on adjoining one. My
host heard the Gormens arriving and warmed me, and I sMpped ocut into
a potato ficld, The Gormans shot 27 men in RKUDAV. that night efter
torturing thea. One man wes hung from a door lintcl by the fect and
his wifc and child were shot under his hecds /11 thosce who werc
killed hal to dig their own graves. ibout 60 others were teken to
prison, During the rest of gy stay in IOLAND I ncver slopt at night.

on 25 or 26 Jul I was taken to CRACOW, where I remaincd t411 18
fdere I met my friend RAIGINIS who had been ot liberty since
escaping on 10 Jun, He hed been in Polish hands in JAWORZNO before
being sent to CRACOW. RAGINIS spcko Polish, French, English end
Spanish, an@ helped me in ty subscguent journcy which ho shared,

4Uge

7. Jouwrney from POL/ND to SLRREBOURG:

The Polish crganisstion in CRACOW supplied RAGINIS and me with
identity and work cerds, and errenged with the irbeitsant (labour
office) for us fo be nent to work in GERMANY. RACINIS was furnished
with docuronts which gave his profession as cloerk who had had a
Universlly ccucotion, whilc I was chown as a shopkecper who had had a
High schecl clumetion. Ve both had false namcs. 1y story was that
I had owmod e cnup in CRACOW which had been taken over by the Germans
and tha® I jrofersd ooine as a volmmtary warker to GERMANY %o
remainin os on acsisiant in what had been iy om business,

02 8 rug we 1o’ OO With a party of Polish civilians who
had boen emmzeripi.c o ok in GIRMANY. 48 elleged volunteers we
werc the only uvercor. of L2 party to whom e definitc destination snd
definitc crployrent rod brem assigned. This had been arrenged with
the arbeitscrt.  -e 2ad ©town assignod to the Bahameister (station
master) in S.IGUR0.0%

We travelled vio BL:.LII end SLLTBRUCKEN. In S4/DERUCKEN we
bought our own tickets in preference to going to the srbcitsamt which
mlght have divertcd us from SARIEBOUKG.

In 2LFRFBOURG we reparted to the 4rbeitsanmt and poliee and our
employuent wns officially confirmed. Thore had already been same
Poles working in the diztrict for a long time, but, cn sccount of its
proxicty to FRANCE, therc had been no newcomers. for some time. We
werc billeted in the Frauenlager (? B.M. Lager) where there were about
150 polish and ruasian woron, who tere cxjplcyed laying now, and
repairing old, tracks on the railwey. Wo were the only men there, the
othar male Toles bein: al work on farms in the district.

ACINIS end T were given light employment - in the garden of the
Bahaneister and in the ficlds. We werc under supcrvision all the time.
Vo were werking with ¢ native of LORRAINE, to whom, after two weeks,
RUGINIS confided that =. vcit escaped P/W, ond nsked his help, sinec we
20d pesscd out of the hande of the polish organisstion when we were
lespatched to SUEREBCUG. The Larrainer got in touch with s French
organisstion In LORRA™VE “hich underteck to help us.

8. Jowmey to FUNCT:

&t G500 hro, on 14 Sop we left SARREBOURG with a rallway workoer
who lived an the fron:icr, and travelled to a smill station, probably
HERTZING (BUROTT LOAD Mal, 1:250,000, Sheot 62). Here we were taken
to a farm, whence we cyelcd to the villaje of POULCREY, Jjust before
the frontier, The ruilweyrmn left us end we spent the day in FOULOREY.
In the evening we werc given directions as to how to oross the frortier,
which we did while the Germen pusrd was changing. We orocased along
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25 Oot.
Left PRANCE.
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ad walksd to IGHEY, @ the Prench side of the frustier, by resd. o
mtddmin;«.ﬂdbmtxm&m but we saw no
ot

ha

Patling to find our eamtact, we womt to the feruhowse, where w
were sheltersd in s stable fer tac miht by o faroer who hed helped
fmny Tronch esccpers fron GIOUNY. Foxt aoraing (15 Sep) w agein
wsited fur o comtact, whe wos to howe given us Preach idontity cards.
on the advicc of the farecr we went t° LINEVILLE, soar the frumticr,
Hore we foun< tclp which eventunlly resulted in ocur being put in
touch with an cropaisstion which crrsaged cur journcy to STLIN,

9« Crosiag of "YRENTES.

T left FUNCE oo the noreint of 29 Oct with LLLINIS, o New
”M scliicr named .m. SC" THILO, 8.J7.V.» &9 Sgpe L‘.c’o and
a mdde, It s reining in the welleys dhen we sct ocut, Ve walked
till middey, by which tirw the Now Zealander was so exheustold that
THILO snd UGCDYIS hed tocarry hdm, I wes sick snd had pains in oy
lugs and cald not lp thes, though later I carricd JEFP,

Ibout 1300 or 100 e, on 26 0ot JEPP g7t so tired that he could
oot even wlk Jenrdll, Wo wre all very tired amd hum xy, not having
boen provided witn suf{icient food, Tho pgulde advised w to leoawve
JEFF ia the mountiins, bul e wore deterulscd te carry hin for as long
ax possiblc, .t *nis stegs the pulde wad ILCINIS went m ahead
in the hape of lins sble to bring back help, -~¢ 4id not scc them
egain, It was snowin, L. avily end the snow @n the wountains wes more
then Imee=iocy. .o cesrried ob for five howrs, Lt 1900 brs, the Now
Zealander Cicd, o 1¢ft him is the oountgins, proababdly scawwhore
North of the [IC LT 'L,

. THIIO =nd 2 cooudne 2 Galkiage It got dark, =nd we loast the
footprints of [ GD'IS erl tix suldc wnioh we hed been fcllowing. The
sky cleared and it Y .ol LAnd., Ow clothos, ahich wore octgpletoly
saturated, ncu frosc (n 3. Ue reached a rocky mountaingide, across
whdch it tock W cbeo* fowr hoaws to cover ome kilomotre. I wes in
froot, and when we renchod e level stieteh of snow T weit:od for
THILO. Uhon ho recciné ro he lay cown and fald asloep, I ®on
discowerel that i nad takon off Mis shues end had Leen welicing with
then ander his are, I eut off his cocks, Zricl his legs with a towel
frao gy peck, on¢ put » @ry pair of socks and his shoes on his fect.
This wes very “ifficult, os his legs were frosen stiff, Pis hands were
also frost-bittcn, I then smacked him al) ower till I had revived him,
ond covercd onc of his hands with » bendkerchicf cné tho other with =
sponge-lage

I farced tin to continue walkin® and in this way we carried on

all pight, Ve had tc 7o beck about 3 km, as we hel lost our way.

By this tirc thore was no trace of the foot ;rints of ILCINTS and the
fuide, but we tcok the sencral dirvetion tho mids had given us twefarc
leaving, 7% took us 12 howrs to reach tho top of the mountain, acrwlly
a cligb of gbout half an howr or an howr. ©n tho top of the aomt:in

we locked ot THMILO'S escriv tap and memape! to locste the South with his
eacepe ccupass, althou/h it had becn broken in coc of his falls, e
could thea scc 2 lake oo the top of the mountzin, vhich the guide hed
told us to look fore )

fter e were lfeway down the mountain we could aee JRDOERIN
aountain guerds watchln, w3 through glasses., .voiding the guards,
we crossed the next cot.faln end followed the gumrds' footprints till
W reached o rand and cventwally a cottaix, we were dirveoted to a
Becond cottm jo, wirTe v were given hot milk and sllowed to alecp inm o
hayleft, 1t was then 27 Cot, the crossin, having taken us twe days and
& night, Vo arriwed in (NDOERK o8 the second aight,

Hext day 27 Oct a man arrived who put us in touch with helpers.
O Jouwrney froo NDOIR: to SPAIN was arrangoed for Use




APFPENDIX C,

'8 I; EZ:ZP G.{Poland 1570,

The following information was obtained fram BRITISH persomnel who have been
ted, { '

If further circulation of this information is mede, it is important that its .|
» ehould not be divilged.

ESCAPER'S NAME, etc: 782808, Sgt. BAKALARSKI, P.,
300 (Polish) Sgn., Bomber Command, R.A.F,

DATE OF INTERVIEW : 11-12 Oct 43, -

At the ferm at IGNEY, where we were sheltered for the might of 14-15 Sep 43,

we were advised to g to the gendarmerie at LINEVILLE end ask the Captain there for

help, We went to the gendarmerie, asked for help, and were put in a cell while the
gendarmes identified us, This they did by sending a telegram to the gendarmerie at

the home of the parents of RAINIS, who live in FRANCE, provably at MQNTLUCQN., After )
two deys a favourable reply was received, and we were sent to the house of one of the s
gendarmes. We were then despatched with two French workers, who had escaped from

GERMANY, to NANCY, We travelled under arrest with an escort so that we would not be
arrested by the Germens on the journey, there being meny identity controls on the

trgins, We arrived in NANCY on 21 Sep.

In NANCY we were provided with French identity and work cards and food e
coupons, the gendarmes leaving us at the office where these documents were supplied.
We stayed in a hotel in NANCY for one night.

On 22 Sep & woman working in a French organisation sent RAGINIS and me to 3
LINS, On 23 Sep we went to a hotel in LYONS to meet lme. LARQCHE, to whom we had
been sent. She handed us over to MAURICE, the son of KARTE CLAIRE., The latter was
then in SWITZERLAND, and her organisation was short of money., RATNIS and I stayed
for the next two weeks with a man named XICHEL, (The Frenchmen with whom we travelled ;
from LUNEVILLE to NANCY had been sent to MARSEILLES), \

We were then sent on to RUFFEC (arrived 4 Oct), where we stayed one day in
the hotel in which KARTE CLATRE was living. Till 23 Oct we stayed with Pierre
. COTTY, elso in RUFFEC,

On 22 Oct RAGINIS was despatched to a place near FOIX, orobably PAXTERS,
As he knew French it was considered safe to send him througn the frontier zane to
TOULOUSE I was taken an 23 Oct via LIMOGES and TOULOUSE to LUZENAC, My guide on IN,
the latter part of the journey was JOSEFH. With me was Sgt. PHIIO, S.J.V., RLAF,,
whom I later left in MADRID and vihom I had met for the first time in RJUEFEC on 23 Oct. .
The crossing of the PYRENEES from LUZENAC is described in my report. ;:8
On the morning of 28 Oct we were visited, in the cottage in ANDORRA where b
we had found shelter, by a man who spoke French. I asked him to tell the police of
our presence., He fetched the Chief of Police and a young doctar fram the town of
ANDORRA. We were taken by car to ANDORRA, where FPHILO was sent to hospitel, I was s
put into a hotel, as there was no room fa me in the hospital. .

Through Niss FLA, the owner of one of the other hotels in ANDORRA, who
sneaks English, we were put in toudh with & men who warks for the 3ritish Consulate-
General in BARCELQNA. e is a Spamierd, After six days in ANDORRA the Spanierd
took us by bus to SEO DE URGEL (SPAIN). We had no difficulty &t the frontier, In
SE0 IE URGEL we were put into the hands of the Civil Guard, and were later taken by
car to the Comsulate in BARCEIONA, (arrived 3 Nov). After one dey in BARCELONA
I was sent to MADRID (two days) and GIBRALTAR, which I reached on 8 Nov.
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